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THE CZECHOSLOVAKIA CRISIS 


HE Anglo-French proposals for a settle- 
ment of the Sudeten German problem, 
which.the Prague Government has accepted 
and on which the British Prime Minister 
and Herr Hitler have been negotiating, will 
have to be subjected to one test, and that 
is whether they satisfy the dictates of his- 
toric and social justice while ensuring 
future peace. 

They will have to be judged by the 
British people without fear or favour, affec- 
tion or ill-will to either side. Till they 
are known in full in their final form no 
such judgment is possible. 


THE GERMAN CASE 


ERMANY has a moral case in the 
Czechoslovakian dispute which cannot 
be overlooked. 

To speak of frontiers 1,000 years old which 
cannot be touched is sheer hypocrisy. 
Hungary’s plea of a 1,000-year-old boundary 
was completely ignored when the frontiers 
of Czechoslovakia were drawn up. 

To argue that the Sudeten Germans have 
never been in the German Reich is to ex- 
ploit the ignorance of German history. Both 
Bohemia and Moravia were within the 
German Confederation. The Reich itself 
only came into existence less than seventy 
years ago and then included territories 
which are rightly excluded today. 

The inherent injustice of Czechoslovakian 
frontiers was fully recognized when they 
were fixed in 1919. On May 8, 1919, the 
British Labour Party issued a manifesto in 
which the Executive of the Party declared 
that: 

We welcome the application of the plebiscite 
to the southern and eastern districts of East 

Prussia but regret that this principle had not 


been observed in the delimitation of the Polish- 

German and Czechoslovak frontiers. 

But on September 21, 1938, Labour's 
manifests declared that the Czech Re- 
public “had gone to the extreme limit of 
concession.” On this ground and on that 
of “vital British interests,” a campaign of 
protest has been opened. 

The Labour and Socialist International, 
meeting in Lucerne in August, 1919. passed 
resolutions which read with reference to 
Czechoslovakia: 

They (the Allied Governments) have even 
created new injustices by deliberatély depriv- 
ing populations of the right of making their 
wishes known. 

They have reserved germs of new conflicts 
for the future, which will develop if the League 
of Nations is inactive or tnspired by the 
changeableness of imperialists or nationalists. 

Permission to the predominantly German and 
Ukranian areas of Czechoslovakia to determine 
their political future should be granted. 


M. Benesh was ready at the Peace Con- 
ference in 1919 to cede the most aggressively 
German part of the Sudetenland to 
Germany. The Americans questioned the 
wisdom of putting Sudetenland into Czecho- 
slovakia at all. Lansing even proposed a 
plebiscite for at least one part. 


“THEY WILL NOT FIGHT" 


GOME of our own Labour leaders, in the 

privacy of their conversations, 
bemoaned the plain fact that our own 
people “ will not fight for Czechoslovakia ” 
and, indeed, would not fight for France. 
Their disillusion is too complete for them 
to appreciate it at this time when search- 
ing around for the scapegoats. 

There are, however, a number of keen 
Labour men who foresaw the pit into 
which the party as a whole has fallen. It 
began in the years of wholehearted support 
for collective security as the policy that 
would prevent war but, when put to the 
test, could not. 

} Then they went, despite all warnings, 
into servile support of rearmament. That 
involved standing for arms at the expense 
of social services and advocating the spend- 
he of hundreds of millions on ARP when 
ment would spend only forty. 
bein S ended in the crowning futility of 
logic. compelled, out of their own false 

» to do all they can to prevent self- 


(Continued on back page) 
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PEACEFULSOLUTION 
DEMAND 
GROWS 


Plans for United 
Campaign 


BASIS OF SOCIAL JUSTICE; 


ITH the international situ 
day to day, so that the g 


' \ even follow it, let alone 


a view to influencing it one wa 


ation still changing rapidly from 
reat mass of people can scarcely 
decide on its merits and act with 
y or the other, the outstanding 


feature of the past week has been the widespread expression of 
the opposition of the people of this country to a warlike solution. 


In general terms, this has found 
such varying expressions as nation- 
wide prayers for peace and isolated, 
spontaneous demonstrations against war. 
Many people, however, have sought to put 
in more precise terms their conviction that 
a peaceful solution of the problems at issue 
is both possible and imperative. 

Following the Peace‘Pledge Union’s lead 
announced in these columns last week, the 
Peace Committee of the Society of Friends 
last Friday adopted a statement reaffirm- 
ing Friends’ refusal to join in war but 
pointing out that “war is the result of 
refusal to settle disputes in a Christian 
spirit.” Declaring that they must con- 
stantly show forth that spirit, the statement 
continued : 

The present crisis demands consultation and 


conference. That these may succeed Great 
Britain must show clearly the sacrifices we 


as a nation are prepared to make. No peace- 
ful world order can exist where national wealth 
and opportunities are so unequal and Britain 
holds so much. 

Exclusive rights and sovereignties cannot be 
reconciled with peace, and we must be pre- 
pared to surrender empire in the common 
interests of mankind. Moreover, if this is the 
right course, we should not wait for others to 
act. 

Nor is war merely a matter of conflict 
between States. Peace implies everywhere the 
freedom of all men regardless of colour or 
class. If we claim to be children of a divine 
Father, if we refuse to fight those whom we 
are of kin through the divine spirit, we must 
rededicate ourselves to ceaseless effort to esta- 
blish just relationships in the factory and the 
mine, the field and the plantation. 

In the present conflict there should be no 
thought of a settlement which sacrifices Czecho- 
slovakia to save ourselves. 

The desire of this country to save the peace 
of Europe can only be rightly fulfilled if this 
nation itself makes a contribution. Our readi- 
ness to do this would lift the conflict into the 
sphere of a real international settlement. 

Let us respond to the appeal which Mr. De 


Valera made to the League of Nations Assembly 
for “a conference for peace upon the basis of 


justice which the peoples of the world want 

and which is possible before but scarcely ever 

possible after a war.” Nas, 

“Profound regret” was similarly ex- 
pressed by the committee of the Manchester 
and Salford branch of the Fellowship of 
Reconciliation “that our country is requir- 
ing another and weaker nation to make 
sacrifices while we ourselves have thus far 
refrained from offering to contribute out 
of our greater resources any practical con- 
cessions.” Their statement went on: _ 

Allied to this consideration is our conviction 
that whilst the proposals so far suggested for 
a settlement are to be welcomed as means of 
respite from immediate hostilities, they do not 
ensure continuing peace. 

We trust that opportunity will be made 
during the proposed further conversations for 
an honest and energetic attempt to remove 
honourably the wider discontents between 
nations, in accordance with the recommenda- 
tions of the Van Zeeland Report—notably, 
world economic cooperation and the inter- 
national government of all non-self-governing 
territories. 

Steps have already been taken to give 
even greater, more united effect to such 
convictions. 

Members of these and other organiza- 
tions—including the Peace Pledge Union 
itself, the Independent Labour Party, the 
International African Service Bureau, 
and some from the Labour Party—formed 
an ad hoc committee on Monday to co- 
ordinate resistance to war. 

The first task in its campaign is to obtain 
signatures for a manifesto stating that: 
The crisis has arisen from larger issues than 

those which centre in Czechoslovakia ; 

The danger of war arises from the injustices 
of the treaties which concluded the last war 
and the economic rivalries which they embody; 

The threat of war will continue until world 
resources are made available to all peoples 
on the basis of cooperation and social justice. 

and calling not only for repudiation of war 

now but for efforts to stop it if it should 
break out. 


(National Peace Council statement, page 2) 


The last war cost: | 


Deaths:— 
Directly 13,055.000 
Total .. 
Wounded 
In Great Britain and the Empire alone— 
1,104,890 were killed. 
2,200,000 were wounded. 
160,000 wives lost husbands. 
300,000 children ‘lost fathers. 


Indirectly 
o> 41,434,000 
over 23,000,000 


*. 


28,379,000 


39,000 men lost a limb. 

2,100 were totally blinded. 
6,187 men lost their reason. 
4,060 men became epileptics. 


} 42,000 men contracted tuberculosis. 
There are still in the United Kingdom 423,000 ex-service men who are suffering 


permanent disablement as a direct result of 
The Great War left Great Britain with 


war service. 
a debt of £7,000 millions. 


| | What would a new war cost? 
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Growing 


Fesistance 
To War 


ERE, as well as in France, the authori- 
ties have become well aware of what 
we can only call “ war-resistance,” although 
it was not expressed by demonstrations. 
Air raid precautions have collapsed, not 
because of pacifism, but through “ war- 
resistance.” People will not be ordered 
about In advance by authority. 

Even those who decided to try ARP could 
not be persuaded, in thousands of cases, to 
go through with the training, and lapsed 
from attending lectures. 


FURTHER SIGNS 


“ War-resistance” appeared in a more 
significant form recently during the crisis, 
with the result that every effort was made 
last week to keep civilian plans as well as 
military plans out of public discussion. 

Meetings of head teachers at London 
County Hall to explain an evacuation-of- 
school-children plan produced an instant 
resistance reaction among teachers when 
they heard that they were to be ordered 
into the country to look after the children. 

It was realized by teachers that the 
majority of mothers would just refuse to 
allow their children to be taken from them. 

Apparently the authorities had not 
thought of that. 


HISTORICAL NOTE 
FOR THE NEXT PEACE 


Founder of Czech State 
Opposed Inclusion 


of Minorities 


By Prof. GEORGE CATLIN 
OHEMIA was, for a thousand 
years, part of the old German 


By: Empire. Hitler has 


not forgotten that. The Czechs 
legitimately claimed the right (as might 
the Welsh and Irish) to national autonomy, 
They interpreted nationality as involving 
the need to set up an independent sovereign 
State. They were aided by the French and 
by such journalists as Lord Northcliffe'’s Mr. 
Wickham Steed’ in the work of disrupting 
the old Austro-Hungarian Empire instead 
of replacing it by a federal republic, 
although the economic consequences of this 
extreme nationalism were deplorable. 


Moreover, M. Benesh, against the express 
doubts of M. Masaryk, insisted on adding to 
the Czech national land various minority 
areas, including the Sudeten areas, on his- 
torical and strategic grounds. 


FRONTIERS DEPENDENT ON 
GREAT POWERS 

Historically the present frontiers are 
those of Bohemia when it was part of the 
German Reich. : 

Strategically it is asserted that the fron: 
tier mountain areas cannot be surrendered 
whatever might be the wishes in a plebis 


y 


cite of the Iccal populations, just as Ireland 
might allege that it strategically could not 
tolerate the autonomy of Ulster, where 
Trish minorities are said to be oppressed. 


M. Benesh has international renown as 
a tough bargainer, but the security of the 
frontiers—whatever they may be—of 
Czechoslovakia depends, never upon the 
Czech armies, but always upon the will 
and support of the Great Powers. 


Nevertheless the Great Powers are being 
asked, in the name of democracy, to resist 
any demand for discussion of a plebiscite, 
An additional reason given by M. Benesh, 
the De Valera of Czechoslovakia, is that 
Europe must fight because the Czechoslovak 
constitution contains no provisions for a 
plebiscite. 


GERMANY AND THE 
DANUBE 


The only substantial reason for agreeing 
to this request has nothing to do with de- 
mocracy or justice. It is that, unless Ger- 
many is fought to a finish, she will (as a 
country over-populated in relation, e.g. to 
France) upset the political balance. She 
will economically control the Danube. 


If she does this, it is said, she will have 
the hegemony of Europe and can dictate to 
us—or, as Mr. Vyvyan Adams puts it, re- 
sistance to the Sudetens is part of our own 
air raid precautions. It is a pure power 
argument, an argument of the balance of 
power. 


It rests, however, upon the assumption 
that Russia and France together are not 
militarily the equals of Germany; and 
that, therefore, Britain must be brought 
in to meet armed power with armed 
power. 


Any peace treaty can only do one of two 
things, if Germany is defeated. It can 
either profit from experience after Ver- 
sailles in order to impose terms on Ger- 
many that are even less of a fair deal than 
in 1918-19. That will mean the world war 
of 1960. Or we can fight a war, involving 
incalculable loss of life, in order to concede, 
as was conceded to France after Napoleon, a 
generous and unimpassioned scttlement— 
more generous and less impassioned than 
that of 1919. 


It may be that Hitler would reject even 
such a settlement. Let us, however, be sure 
that a conquered nation, whether German 
or Czech, does not and will not “stay put.” 
Those who seek to dominate, decade by de- 
cade, by force will also perish by force. 


SETTLEMENT NEEDED NOW 


What is required is for somebody to do as 
Lansbury has done—to make a direct 
approach in the spirit of good will. We 
need to offer the terms of this dispassionate 
settlement now, not after millions have been 
murdered for a formula. We require peace- 
ful change in accordance with article 19 of 
the Covenant. We need to propose to Ger- 
many that it must indulge in no ventures 
to the East or against France. 


But we can offer full facilities for Ger- 
man markets in a Danubian Federation set 
up in the context of a new pact. The 
political independence of these Danubian 
States must be guaranteed. Since not all 
Sudeten Germans by any means desire 
union with the Reich, these populations 
should have the democratic opportunity, in 
accordance with Woodrow Wilson’s Tenth 
Point. of expressing their own wishes 
through a plebiscite of the Saar type. 


And, if yet another crisis is not to be 
faced next year, it is earnestly to be hoped 
that this occasion will be seized to settle 
the colonial and other outstanding ques- 
tions in accordance with the general spirit 
of the Van Zeeland report. 


This is what all men of good will should 
vse their whole powers, as electors, to pro- 
rnote. It is difficult to see how any demo- 
cratic people can well support any other 
course. It is weak diplomacy to propose 
less than one is prepared to concede and 
then, time after time, to retreat. It is 
strong divlomacy to make, without pres- 
sure. the just and generous offer and then 
to adhere to it. not to climb up to the wrong 


position, and, therefore. to have no need to) 


climb down. That resolute course should 
have been followed twenty years ago at 
Versailles. Let it be followed now. 


ISeptember 14, 1938. 
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PEACE 


Older Aggressors 


Urgent Duty 


HE ease with which large 
sections of the British public, 
including both wings of the 
Parliamentary Opposition, have 
stood four-square for a policy which 
has made a world war and British 
participation in it an imminent pos- 
sibility, is the outstanding fact in the 
Czechoslovakian crisis. 
In view of the cold, irrefutable facts con- 
cerning modern war, and of the thousand- 
times repeated “never again” since 1918, 


the readiness with which Labour and 
Liberal leaders can bring themselves to 


Wider Issues Must 
Be Recognized 


PEACE COUNCIL 
STATEMENT 


This statement on the crisis was adopted 
by the Executive Committee of the 
National Peace Council at its meeting on 
Monday: 


‘THE Executive Committee of the 
National Peace Council believes that 
no effort should be spared to avoid the im- 
measurable disaster of a general European 
war. In the committee’s view, however, no 
solution would be satisfactory if it was 
simply a device for gaining time in which 
war preparation could be accelerated (with 
the virtual certainty of eventual war), or 
which represented a bargain securing im- 
munity for ourselves at the expense of 
Czechoslovakia and its liberties. 


The committee recognizes that underly- 
ing the immediate question of the future of 
Czechoslovakia lie not only the traditional 
struggle for power between the major 
countries, but also a growing and general 
conflict between rival ideologies. 


In these circumstances, the committee is 
convinced that no solution of the Czech 
question itself will give the assurance of 
peace unless it recognizes these wider 
issues, in some degree mitigates the struggle 
for power, relieves the poverty and insecur- 
ity of. the peoples in Europe and elsewhere, 
and gives some prospect of a general inter- 
national settlement. 


The committee condemns the policy of 
forcing further concessions from Czecho- 
slovakia, unless safeguards for its inde- 
pendence and economic future are pro- 
vided. If peace is to be secured, such safe- 
guards must, however, be sought as part of 
a general settlement involving: 

(a) an attempt to. stabilize and improve 


economic conditions in the whole of 
Eastern and South-Eastern Europe, and 


(b) definite undertakings on the part of the 
Great Powers—England, France, Italy, the 
USSR, and Germany—to take up, in 
association with the USA and the smaller 
countries, the questions of arms limitation, 
leading to disarmament, and of a general 
pact of economic collaboration. 


CONFERENCE ON DEMOCRATIC 
LIBERTIES 


The National Peace Council has issued the 
programme of a national conference c.1 the 
theme of “War Preparation and Demo- 
cratic Liberties” which it is organizing in 
conjunction with the National Council of 
Civil Liberties, and which is to be held at 
University College, London, on October 28 
and 29. The conference will consider the 
encroachment of executive and military 
authority on democratic rights and control; 
unofficial propaganda for “national service” 
or “registration” and the possible dangers 
to civil freedom in “air raid precautions”; 
the challenge to trades union rights and 


standards, and ways and means of invigor- ; 


ating democratic action. 


Introductory speakers wil! include Dr. C. 
E. M. Joad, Mr. Neil Lawson, Professor J. D. 
Bernal, Mr. H. H. Elvin, Mr. W. A. Thomp- 
son, Mrs. Duncan Harris, and Mr. Ronald 
Kidd. The conference is open to national 
and local organizations and, in addition, in- 
dividuals can attend as visitors. Pro- 
grammes of the conference and tickets of 
admission..can, be obtained from the 
National Peace Council, 39 Victoria Street, 
London, S.W.1. 


NEWS 


THE CZECHOSLOVAKIAN CRISIS 


What War Would Mean :: 


:: Hitler’s Weapon 
By 


face the possibility of war, providing the 
enemy be one they can heartily hate, must 
have come as a shock to many. It has cer- 
tainly shaken the faith of large numbers 
in the Labour Party as a peace party; and 
caused them to think seriously about their 
position. 


A realistic view of the facts reveals the 
utter madness of another war to Save 
Czechoslovakia, democracy, civilization, 
or anything else worth saving. 


A world war, in which at least six of the 
seven Great Powers would participate, so 
far from defending the freedom and in- 
tegrity of Czechoslovakia, would place 
that country beyond the possibility of 
needing any such rights, while every Power 
engaged in it would have far more serious 
matters to deal with than the fate of that, 
by then, mutilated and decimated country. 


REVOLUTION 


It is pretty certain that such a war would 
merge into revolution at a fairly early 
stage, as there are very big blocks of anti- 
fascist opinion in both Germany and Italy. 
Were that to happen, the revolutionary fer- 
ment would quickly spread until it in- 
volved the greater part of the world. The 
upshot would be a dictatorship, Left or 
Right, in every country which participated 
in the war. 


Should, however, revolution be avoided, 
the outcome of the war would be no less 
calamitous, whichever side won. If the 
fascist Powers won, they would unite with 
the reactionary elements in the defeated 
countries in order to set up fascist dictator- 
ships, over which they would be able to 
exercise considerable control. 


On the other hand, should the demo- 
cratic-imperialist Powers win, revolution 
would immediately break out in all the 
fascist countries and give rise to commu- 
nist dictatorships. 


But the revolution would not stop there. 
The devastated condition of the world as 
the result of a few months of full-blast 
modern warfare would cause the revolu- 
tion to spread from country to country, 
while the presence of the red armies of 
Russia in Asia and in Europe would ensure 
the revolutionary wave passing to the ends 
of the earth. 


MANIA 


In view of these plain, generally accepted 
facts, it is beyond comprehension that a 
single Labour leader or the adherent of 
any peace organization could favour a war 
policy. The mania, even the anti-fascist 
mania, can be accepted as an excuse. 


The plain fact is that a war today will 
destroy every good principle it is 
intended to defend, and set up or 
strengthen the very evils one most 
dreads. 


Today one must become militarist to 
oppose militarism, to accept a fascist 
organization of the State in order to defeat 
fascism; which of course is absurd. 


Then what is to be done? 


There is only one thing to be done, and 
that is to face the gross injustices which 
lie at the root of the social systems of 
today, both in their national and inter- 
national relationships, and to set to work 
to remove those injustices. 


The tragedy is that many who ought to 
know better are content to restrict the 
application of the term “ aggressor” to the 
more recent culprits, and to forget those 
earlier culprits whose depredations have 
created impossible economic conditions for 
so many of their neighbours. 


CRISES 


Every stage in the development of the 
existing social system brings new and 
more virulent crises. 


The Great War was the final proof of the 
destructive power of capitalism, and of its 
approaching decay. Proof of capitalism's 
unwillingness or inability to save itself was 
forthcoming in the Peace Treaties, by 
means of which the victorious Powers 
sought to extract the maximum advantage 
of their military success. 


But in daing so they prepared the way 
for the world economic collapse of 1930, in 
which once again they adopted measures— 


The Only Alternative :: 


September 24, 1938 


The 
Our 


of Fear :: 


WILFRED WELILOCK 


e.g. the Ottawa Agreement—which mili- 
tated against the have-not Powers. These 
events were followed by the rise of fascism 
in Germany and Japan, and the wars of 
aggression with which we are now only 
too familiar. 


CONSERVATIVES’ PART 


But why do the advocates of peace, and 
why does Labour, above all, forget these 
things, and merely declaim against the 
victims of the imperialist Powers, and even 
cry for war against those victims, the 
fascist Powers? 


Even the Conservative Party realizes 
that the economic situation in the fascist 
countries is impossible; but its crime is that 
it will not play its part in bringing a better 
world into being, being prepared to look 
complacently on while the fascist Powers 
expand at the expense of small or mili- 
tarily weak nations. 


That is why the National Government is 
clearly willing to see the Sudeten area of 
Czechoslovakia go to Germany. It is safe 
to say that Lord Runciman was sent to 
Prague with the object of wringing from 
the Czechoslovakian Government the ut- 
most concessions possible. A war with the 
fascist Powers is the very last thing the 
National Government wants, not only be- 
cause it does not want war in any case,.but 
also because it realizes that the defeat of 
those Powers would be followed by revo- 
lution and communist dictatorships. But 
why should Abyssinia, China, Czecho- 
slovakia be called upon to settle the 
accounts of the imperial Powers? 


THE WHIP HAND 


Obviously, in these circumstances, Hitler 
possesses the whip hand. By the fear of 
revolution and communism he is able to 
get his way over Czechoslovakia, since he 
is able to bring imperialist Britain and 
France down on his side. But he is not 
certain how far this fear will enable him 
to go. 


An incalculable factor is British public 
opinion. That opinion, led by Labour and 
Liberal leaders, may drive the Govern- 
ment to war, should Hitler decide to 
annex the Sudeten area of Czechoslo- 
vakia. 


And while the Government would not, 
in my view, go to war even then if left to 
itself, it still refuses to face ultimate 
causes and the only remedies for the ills 
which beset the world today. 


It is there that the concentration of 
attention and effort ought to take place. 
All the forces which stand for peace and 
justice should concentrate on exposing, 
ending and atoning for the crimes of 
present-day Imperialism. 


In my view the urgent duty of pacifists 
is 
1. To refuse te take part in any war which 
may arise for any purpose whatever, 


2. To proclaim that intention openly and 
fearlessly. 


3. To expose the causes of modern aggres- 
sion, including the conflict over Czechoslovakia, 
and to advocate their removal by the creation 
of a rational social order and a cooperative 
world. 


The Peace Pledge Union ought to be able 
to rally a tremendous body of public 
opinion for such a position. 


No-one really wants war, but already the 
facts regarding Czechoslovakia have got 
out of perspective. Let us give the public 
the complete facts, the whole truth. 


wate» | 
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“WE DO NOT MARCH” 


Pacifist Answer to 
Measures for 


“Security” 


HOW FRANCE FACES THE 
WAR SITUATION 


HILE pacifists in Great Britain have been feeling that their 
country was being swept into a war situation—and represented 
as being even more united in that disastrous attitude than it is 
—the French movement has had to face a similar but even worse 


situation. 


So long apo as their September 9 issue, however, La Patrie Humaine, the pacifist 


weekly newspaper proclaimed boldly its 


In the leading front page article, Robert 
Tourly describes the Government's partial 
mobilization and the assurance that it is 
only “ measures of security ” (even M. Leon 
Blum having declared that “it bears no 
resemblance to mobilization”) as “the 
same methods of hypocrisy and camouflage 
of the truth flourishing after 24 years.” 

“That mobilization is not war” 

was already proclaiming on August 2, 

while he knew that war had already begun 

lt was necessary at that moment too to re- 


Poincare 


assure public opinion to lull it into a false 
security, in that way to kill in advance all 
possibility of opposition to the War. Today 


people dare to dish up to us again the same 
formulae. 

Vhe Government believes it is sure of the 
“loyalist ' altitude of the working masses, be- 
Cause already leading socialists and com- 
munists have, in the name of their followers, 
pledged their collaboration, without reserve, 
for war. 


PEOPLE ARE READ 


The abscess has come to a head. For some 
months the war virus has been active. People 
do not know just why they will fight but they 
are ready to fight. 

But in fact what is it all about? What is 
this “history of independence and Czech 
sovereignty " for which they invite millions of 
Frenchmen to prepare to die? 

The drama began the day atter the War, 
after the victory, when there was imposed on 
the vanquished. a peace which Lloyd George 
himself characterized as terrible. 

The treaties consecrated a victory of farce 
in contempt of justice. sermany was muti- 
lated. Austria-Hungary destroyed. nationali- 
ties broken up regardless of their protesta- 
tions, in the interests of the victors. Thus 
was created the most paradoxical, the most 
absurd, the most artificial State, Czechoslo- 
vakia, in which 34 million Sudeten Germans 
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Kieht Nationalities But Only One Language 


ESPERANTO CAMP IN 
HOLLAND 


A unique camp was recently held in 
Groet, Holland: eight nations were repre- 
sented there but only one language was 
spoken—Esperanto. 

Over 200 boys and girls, including ninety 
from schools in South Wales, Bishop Auck- 
Jand, and Birmingham, attended this inter- 
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refusal to “ march.” 


were Incorporated without having a voice at 
the head. 


ORIGIN OF THE LEAGUE 


And in order to give their victory a legal | 

appearance at the same time as a certainty 
of stability, the victors instituted the League 
ot Nations. which was to have worked for the 
organization of peace by disarmament, but 
which in reality had no other aim than to 
assure respect for the treaties and the main- | 
tenance of the status quo. 
But. . one atier the other, the clauses of 
the treaties have been broken down And 
because the democracies have not chosen to 
organize peace. because they refuse to revise 
the treaties of spoilation. the world is hence- 
forth separated into two blocks of alliances 
ready to confront each other on the slightest 
pretext 

Today the pretext is Czechoslovakia. On our 
side people invoke the defence of liberty and 
democracy. The truth is that it is primarily 
a question of conserving. for the benefit of an 
imperialist group. a strategic position in the 
centre of Europe Imperialism against im- 
perialism! The same antagonisms as in 1914 
are reproduced 


“WE DO NOT MARCH” 


3ut in what way can the people... asso- 
ciate this with such a policy in which they 
have all to lose, life and liberty? How can 
one. twenty years after the last. speak coolly 
of a possible war in the name of justice and 
civilization? 
We do not march. We shall de- 
nounce, without pause, the crime which is 
being prepared. We shall struggle right to 
the very limit of our strength against’ the 
imposture! 


Liars! 


And despite the abdication and treason of 
the leaders, a movement of opposition is show- 
ing itself in the CGT [the French Trade Union 
Movement] which indicates that we shall not 
be alone in ranging ourselves against the 
infamy. 


“PEACE 
BRIGADES” 
IN INDIA 


Volunteers Trained in 
Non-Violence 


HE Provincial Congress Committee in 
the United Provinces, India, is devot- 

ing special attention to the work of organ- 
izing bands of volunteers (described alter- 
natively as “ Boy Scouts’ organizations ”). 
Mr. M. K. Gandhi's article in Harijan 
on the organization of a peace brigade 


(quoted extensively in this newspaper on 
August 13) has’ given them added 
encouragement. This dealt in general terms 
with the qualifications necessary for mem- 


cership of such a brigade, and declared | 


that its members “would risk their lives in 
dealing with riots, especially communal.” 
The details of the scheme were to be 
placed before the Congress Working Com- 
mittee at Wardha on Tuesdav of this week. 


Mr. Gandhi's scheme for dealing peace- 


fully with such situations as riots has, in| 


fact, already been worked out and is the 
guiding principle in the organization cof 
volunteers’ camps in many places. 


One of these, the Fattehgarh Camp, hav- 
ing a number of enthusiastic workers 
attached to it, has been able to take the 
lead in this movement All the work, how- 
ever, remains under the general super- 
vision of the Provincial Congress Commit- 
tee’s Volunteering Department, and in 
accordance With its system of training. The 
actual organizing is in the hands of the 
District Congress Committee. 

Fifty volunteers are in training in this 
particular camp. They possess no arms and 
there is no atmosphere of violence. On the 
contrary, it is hoped that they will be able 
to pass the very severe test in non-violence 
set out by Mr. Gandhi in his scheme~—in- 
cluding “a living faith in God,” “an equal 
regard for all the religions of the earta,” 
and “a character beyond reproach.” 


The aim, however, is to have as many 
as 10,000 trained volunteers in each dis- 


FUTURE FINLAND— 


Finnish childron snapped 
by Mrs. F. C. Barrett, 
a Colchester reader, 
during a recont visit to 
their country. 


national camp, which was run by the 
children themselves. They took turns in 
preparing breakfast and dinner, sweeping 
up the camp, and doing the washing-up, and 
in return for their hard work they weze re- 
warded with a full programme of excur- 
sions, bathing, concerts and dancing. 

Most of the children attended a service 
at a little Dutch church, and the hymns 
Were sung in Esperanto especially for their 
benefit. 

They have now returned to their homes 
in England, Wales, Holland, France, Bul- 
garia, Czechosolvakia, Poland, and Bel- 
gium, but so successful was the venture 
that the British Esperanto Association has 
decided to make the camp an annual event. 


Belgium has already been chosen 25 the 
next “ site,” 
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trict. 


This explains (but, of course, does not 
excuse) the misrepresentation of the move- 
ment in certain quarters in India as the 
raising of an “army,” which in turn kh:s 
led to false allegations that it would be of 
a military nature. 


War of 1914-1918. 
countries. 


Spanish Civil War, 2d. 
Spain, 6d. And many others. 


"4 4 4 4) 4 A AAA) A A) A AA A A A A A A A 


Telephone : HOLborn 0045. 
- =~ : ps 


is an episode in European history which ranks in importance only after the Great q 
It affects directly or indirectly everybody in the democratic 
Beginning as a conventional military revolt staged by reactionaries, it 
was used by the “ totalitarian ” states as an excuse for the invasion of the Peninsula. 
It had been chosen by international Fascism as a testing-out ground for the 
barbarous methods of totalitarian warfare. 


decimating a people unequalled for their sense of human dignity, and reducing to 

ruins towns and cities unparalleled for their charm. 
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Suffering 
Spreads in S pain, 


BUT SO DOES 
RELIEF AMONG 
THE VICTIMS 


FROM Spain comes depressing news 

of the suffering of children and 
adults alike from the effects of war— 
especially through hunger. But prom- 
ising reports from children’s colonies 
and hospitals run by the Friends’ Ser- 
vice Council and the American Friends’ 
Service Committee out there gives 
cause for some relief. 


Alfred Jacob writes: “We want all 
refugee children to be in colonies before 
the winter’ Although a great number of 
children are now receiving a breakfast and 
afternoon meal, he feels this is not enough, 
as the war is having an undermining 
effect on the young. 


NOT ONLY REFUGEES 
“Tt is not the refigeachildaen alone who 
suffer hunger,” he writes, “.... the civil 
population is suffering nearly as much as 
the refugees, and a large number of children 
in the former class—many of whom are 
orphans—ought to be placed in colonies, as 

well as the childr.. af refugees.” 


A doctor, after inspecting two of the five 
colonies now in operation in Catalonia 
under the Friends’ Service Council, reports 
that. all the children are in 2n excellent state 
of nutrition. ‘“ We ought to have the most 
perfect hygiene that war conditions will 
permit.” he says. “The materials in the 
sick room are insufficient to look after the 
children.” Sulpher ointment is much 
needed, and also blankets. A gift of several 
tons of soap is urgently needed: 


QUARTERS MOVED 


“The Alicante hospital for children, sup- 
ported by the American Friends’ Service 
Committee, has had a somewhat stormy 
existence lately,” writes Dorothy Litten, an 
English nurse attacked to one of the hos- 
pitals. 

Its premises were almost perfect... Ex- 
cellent equipment. however, counted for little 
when the sick children had to live on mat- 
tresses on the basement floor for days on end 
because of the constant air raids. 

It became evident chat the hospital would 
have to be moved and after considerable 
searching a fairly suitable house was found 
in the mountains at Polop. about fifty kilo- 
metres from Alicante. Twenty-five chil- 
dren are now housed there but as the hos- 
pital’s safe position becomes wider known 
there are likely to be more. 

“Tt seems very worth while work to try 
to build up strong. healthy children,” 
Dorothy Litten says, “ for it is to them that 
the work of building the new Spain will 
fall 
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PEACE NEWS 


THE WAR’S “ONE 
JUST MAN” 


Woodrow Wilson: Life and Letters. Volume 
Six. Facing War. 1915-17. By Ray Stan- 
nard Baker. Heinemann. 21s. 


Reviewed by Geoffrey West 


N 1918 and 1919 J} was one among the 
many millions of men and women the 
world over who looked to President Wilson 
as the main hope of a sane and, therefore, 
enduring peace. Something went wrong. 
We did not get that peace. 


Wilson was rejected even by his own 
country. From a half a god he became a 
figure of fun. He died, it has always seemed, 
a broken man, killed by his own futile 
efforts to redeem not himself but his cause. 


The reaction of public opinion from him 
has in large part continued. Wilson and 
Wilsonism are terms still used more often 
with a laugh or a sneer than with admir- 
ation. 


That is, in my view, utterly unjustifiable. 
Wilson must still be regarded, I believe, 
as—among comparable political leaders— 
the Great War’s “one just man.” 


He had his serious limitations which 
eventually helped to betray him, in 
particular a lack of breadth and elasticity 
of imagination. But he believed, if over- 
rigidly, in a justice which would be more 
than merely legal. He was an idealist 
working to his best ability for men’s bene- 
fit amid the opportunities but also against 
the difficulties of an office in which, as Mr. 
Baker says, “every word is an act, every 
act a kind of destiny.” 


He was, in sum, a significant figure, and 
because it is due both to the world and to 
him that he should be recognized as such 
I do both welcome Mr. Baker’s scholarly 
and complete essay in vindication and at 
the same time regret its size, which I fear 
must for anyone but the very serious 
student bury the man beneath his bio- 
graphy. 

Here we have a volume six of a work 
bound to run to at least eight instalments 


and probably more’ over 500 pages and 
nearly 200,000 words to cover just over two 
years—vital years, and of the highest pub- 
lic office and issues, admittedly, but still 
not the most vital, which are yet to come. 


How many of us, save students centring 
on the particular subject, have even the 
leisure, whatever our desire. to tackle such 
an exposition? 


And yet there is undoubted reward here 
for those who have the time and patience. 
In the record of these critical twenty-six 
or so months preceding America’s entry 
into the War (on which the volume closes), 
one may watch the forcing of a man, who, 
while not an unqualified pacifist, did 
achingly desire both to end the War itself 
and meanwhile to keep his country out of 
it, step by step toward and over the very 
brink. 


Wilson knew just what war was going 
to mean: 

He said when a war got going it was just 
war and there weren't two kinds of it. It 
required illiberalism at home to reinforce the 
men at the front. We couldn’t fight Germany 
and maintain the ideals of government that 
all thinking men shared. He said we would 
try it but it would be too much for us. 


“Once lead this people into war,” he said, 
“and they’ll forget there ever was such a 
thing as tolerance. To fight you must be 
brutal and ruthless, and the spirit of ruthless 
brutality will enter into the very fibre of our 
national life, infecting Congress, the courts, the 
policeman on the beat, the man in the 
street”... 


He thought the Constitution would not sur- 
vive it; that free speech and the right of 
assembly would go. He said a nation couldn't 
put its strength into a war and keep its head 
level; it had never been done. 


He knew too, just what American inter- 
vention in this particular war was going 
to mean, when he approved a prophetic 
statement written by Colonel House that 
it would probably lead to “the complete 
crushing” of the Central Powers, where- 
upon the Allies would “then be more con- 
cerned as to the division of the spoils than 
they would for any far-reaching agreement 
looking to the maintenance of peace in the 
future and the amelioration of the horrors 
of war.” 


He grasped too the fundamentals of the 
matter—that the prime cause of war is 
distrust, and that “the peace of the world 
is not going to be assured by the compact 
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“ Religion in the modern world.” 

Wed., Oct. 19. Prof. G. W. Keeton on 
“International law and the national 
state.” 
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“Liberty today.” 

Wed., Nov. 16. Prof. A. R. Radcliffe- 
Brown on “The role of sex in an 
advanced civilization.” 
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life and death of art.” 

Wed., Dec. 14. Lord Horder on “ Health 
and the good life.” 
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Wed., Mar. 15. Prof. C. E. M. Joad on the 
theme of the lectures: “The good life 
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of nations, but by the sympathies of men.” 


He knew all these things, and still, the 
world being what it was (and is), the War 
being what it was, he could not keep aloof. 


Partly that was due to Germany’s blind 
blundering, her determination to risk all 
on creating “panic and fear” among the 
allied peoples by ruthless submarine war- 
fare in complete disregard of the warning 
of her Washington representative. But it 
was only the accident of fate—or rather 
geography—that it was the “ ruthlessness ” 
of the Germans rather than that of the 


allies which cut across American interests. | 


Once America came in—indeed, once the 
War itself began—the real hope of a sane 
peace was lost, for these pages make 
nothing so plain as that, as Mr. Baker him- 
self implies, the only really effective time 
to stop a major war otherwise than by 
vindictive victory and ignominicus defeat 
is before it begins. 


Once the War was on even the British 
rejected the ‘dea of a negotiated peace, 
Sir Edward Grey asserting that any peace 
terms “must be sufficiently favourable to 
the Allies to make the German people feel 
that aggressive militarism is a failure.” 


It chanced that as I read those very 
words a nearby radio blared out hysterical 
cheers from Nuremberg! 


PACIFISM TODAY 


His Country’s Service? By Geoffrey West. 
PPU (Oxford Branch). 2d. 


Mr. West’s “ meditation ” on the reasons 


‘for the holding of the pacifist faith is 


especially welcome at a moment when, 
probably, many pacifists are themselves 
searching their hearts and re-examining 
their convictions in the face of a crisis that 
may well bring to the test their willingness 
to stake all that they are on the belief they 
have chosen. 

In six pages he summarizes effectively 
the case for pacifism in the light of the in- 
ternational situation at the present moment. 
He says, it maz be, little that is new—for 
there is little that is new to be said. But 
he has provided a clean, clear, and concise 
statement of the pacifist creed which 
should be of very great propaganda value. 

Perhaps the greatest of contemporary 
tragedies is the illogical readiness of the 
common man, just because of his hatred of 
oppression, of militarism, of what he con- 
siders to be the forces of darkness, to 
advocate their destruction by the use of 
their own weapons. For him “they that 
take the sword shall perish by the sword” 
is still, despite the world’s experience, a 
paradox. 


It may be that, before these lines appear 
in print, the pacifist will know tkat his 
appeal for a better way has once more 
failed; that Europe and the world have 
chosen to put that paradox to the proof 
again. 

Perhaps the greatest temptation ahead 
of us is the temptation to despair: in a 
world that has chosen to seek justice by the 
lynch law of nationalism. 

Our work, it may be, will need to be done 
again, in circumstances that will render it 
infinitely harder and bitterer. For that we 
shall need—those of us who are left—an 
even more clear-cut vision of our aims, of 
our reasons, of our innermost certainties. 


To these Mr. West will help us. 
A. S. B. GLOVER 


A COURAGEOUS TASK 


Four Ways to Peace. By E. Bowyer. 

Stockwell. 1s. 

For guiding those seeking to understand 
other people’s points of view the author 
states the cases for pacifism, isolation, the 
League of Nations, and communism. 


His choice of ways and their order are a 
matter of opinion. For example, fascism 
by its exponents equally claims a peace 
objective like its antithesis, cormmunism. 
Also such a viewpoint as that of the New 
Commonwealth Society by the cogency of 
its case surely warrants attention as much 
as isolation. 


In pacifism there is the flattering 
assumption that the reader knows what the 
peace pledge is. Unfortunately perhaps 
this belief is not earned to the extent of 


Esatember 24, 1938 
appreciating the existence of the Peace 
Pledge Union manifesto and its advocacy 
of the Van Zeeland Report. 


In the limits of 44 pages to be all- 
embracing and concise on four such ways 
as the writer has chosen is a couragecus 
task. The views on Hitler attributed to 
communists (page 42) are food for thought. 
Is it necessarily true that because the 
Anschluss has taken place, Czechoslovakia 
is the question of the hour, and Danzig and 
Memel come crowding after, that, after all, 
there is more in the communist thesis than 
we had believed? 


On these and other burning questions of 
the hour I hope a revised edition of this 
booklet will appear which will find as 
ready a market as the Penguin Specials 
for the very same reasons as have made 
them so popular. 


H. GRANVILLE HAWKES 


Let us Rival 
Patriotic 
Songs 


says ANITA GRAY LITTLE, of 
the United States 


wat can music do to aid the cause of 
world peace? 


Everyone knows the popularity o: war 
songs during a period of armed conflict, and 
yet peace songs are conspicuously absent. 
Music can be a positive weapon for peace. 
Why should it not be employed effectively 
in crusading for peace? Surely songs in- 
spiring moral courage should have their 
place in peace movements today. 


An encouraging indication that this sub- 
ject is commanding attention is to be found 
in the Peace Year Book, 1987, of the 
National Peace Council. London, where a 
reference is made to the fact that peace 
propaganda must reach an ever-widening 
circle of people, and that music is highly 
effective in securing a unifying effect, see- 
ing that active participation in it is possible 
to almost everyone. 


HARMONY SURVIVES 


An American writer has said, “ the har- 
mony which crosses seas and frontiers is 
one of the few hopeful sounds not a:to- 
gether drowned by the thunders of dicia- 
tors and the racket of the arms factories.” 


Music transcends all boundaries and 
knows no limits of time or space. There- 
fore it should be used to spread the 
universal message of good wil! among the 
peoples of the earth. Perhaps national 
songs may ultimately be reborn as militant 
peace songs inspired by a new concept of 
international cooperation and understand- 
ing rather than upon selfish and hate- 
engendcring nationalism. 


A SINGING ARMY 


There are now choral organizations and 
school glee clubs in all civilized countries, 


| which should be enlisted as parts of a sing- 


ing army, having for its objective peace in 
international relations. 

When war is upon us there is no shortage 
of songs, and if it is shown that there is a 
demand for peace songs, an overwhelming 
supply will be forthcoming. Many hymns 
are really peace songs and many of these 
can be used until new peace songs appear. 


Let us help to make peace songs as popu- 
lar as patriotic ones and thus promote com- 
radeship between nations. 


A VICTORY 


Oh, yes, they took the trench. Wes it 
worth taking? 

Volcanic guns the echoes were 
awakening. 

Screaming and scrimmage ebbed. The 


dead were dead. 

And who must die were silent as they 
bled. 

In one dark corner, two were side by side; 

Heaven made them kin but politics 
decide. 

One second they had seen each other's 
eyes; 

Both struck; both fell; and each grew 
gravely wis2 

And gravely still. The revelation came 

Too late for absolution or for shame; 

But, victory came to them upon that 
hour, : 

Both broke the manacles of hatreds 
power, 

For, as they lay there, facing one another, 

Each murmured, dying. “I forgive you 


brother.” _ Z 
William Warbis 
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PEACE NEWS 


An Open Letter to 
Professor Haldane A FRENCHMAN 


gives his vieus 


ON PEACE AND WAR 


LL those women who have sig- 
nified their intention of helping 


At our campaign will have re- 


ceived this week a bulletin, contain- 
ing the draft of a suggested leaflet, 
detailed suggestions for work in their 
own areas, and outlined schemes for 
central activities. 


This bulletin is the result of sorting out 
and arranging the large number of ideas 
and plans that many women sent in. Many 
are already going ahead with schemes in 
their own districts and I hope to have re- 
ports of these from time to time for this 
page 

{ have this week, given over these two 
columns to an open letter which the 
News Chronicle received but did not pub- 
lish. It is not written by a woman but it 
seems to me to represent a point of view in 
which many thoughtful women will be in- 
terested. 


In these grave days there are many 
women, especially women with children, 
who have only one reaction to the threat of 
war, the natural, desperate reaction of 
safety at any price. To these Professor 
Haldane’s scheme of effective ARP meas- 
ures must necessarily appeal. But effec- 
tive ARP does not solve the problem of war: 
the deeper problem, of policy that includes 
war, and must always fall back on v in 
the last resort, is in danger of being for- 
gotten. 


Sit 

3 

IN the News Chronicle of September 2, you 
* urge the Government to provide ade- 
quate bombproof shelters for the whole 
population. You estimate the cost of your 
subterranean housing scheme at £400 
million. 

This sum is a cheap price to pay for 
safety when one looks at the material and 
human damage done by air raids in Spain 
and China. 


You even suggest that if we had these 
shelters‘we should not need to spend any 
money on bombers, anr so would actually 
effect an economy in national expenditure. 


But why should effective ARP remove 
the necessity for our bombers? Fighters, 
perhaps. For if the whole population is 
going to live so far underground that ii is 
immune from bombs, fighters and anti-air- 
craft guns would be unnecessary. The 
enemy would go on dropping bombs cn un- 
inhabited houses, empty factories. and un- 
cultivated land until they got tired of the 
came. 


M.S. 


PURPOSE OF BOMBERS 


It all seems so easy that one wonders 
what on earth our bombers are for. They 
vertainly can’t provide us with defence. 
.or they are designed for the sole purpose 
of dropping bombs on people in some other 
country. 

The fact is that our bombers, just yike 
Germany’s, or Italy’s, are the chief instru- 
ment for enforcing our foreign policy. 


If we are to “stand up to the dictators,’ 
if we are to take our part in the peace 
bloc, #f we are to-assist in the “collective 
defence of democracy,” we shan’t do ‘t by 
burying ourselves in the ground. It’s no 
good shouting at Hitler from the bottom of 
a sewer; if we are to tell him what to do 
and what not to do, we must show him our 
bombers ard let him know the havoc and 
destruction we can make of Berlin if he 
doesn’t do what we tell him. 


DEMOCRACIES MUST LEARN 


This fact may be a nasty shock for those 
who are scandalized by the destruction of 
Barcelona, and cry out in the next breath 
that “we must show the fascists we mean 
business.” Meaning, of course, that the 
democracies must take a lesson from the 
dictatorships, and be prepared to carry out 
an even more systematic decimation of 
the populations of Germany and Italy. 


ps Vernon Bartlett reported on August 


Opinion in France is that the German attack 
on Czechoslovakia woulda be so brutal (since 
everything would depend upon its speedy 
Success) that all scruples in this country and 
in France about the bombardment of German 
towns—the most obvious, if also the most un- 


Expressing a point of view 
in Which WOMEN will be 
interested 


pleasant way in which immediately effective 

help could be given in view of the new Ger- 

man tortifications—would be swept away. 

And if the democracies are going to 
pursue this activity effectively, they will 
find the best way to do it is to glorify de 
struction as the highest achievement of the 
nation. 


AGGRESSION AT HOME 


What, then, is the alternative? If we 
abandon altogether the use of aggressive 
arms, we shall have to make a fundamental 
change in our foreign policy. 


We shall no longer be able to exercise 
the same sort of irfluence in foreign 
affairs as we exercise today. We cannot 
threaten, coerce, or restrain other countries 
unless we are able and willing to blow 
them to pieces. In truth, the foreign policy 
either of the National Government or of 
the Opposition is no wit less aggressive 
than that of Germany or Italy 


The things which Hitler and Mussolini 
want for their countries, and are ready if 
necessary to get by force. are precisely the 
things which we have “ot by force in the 
past, and are ready if necessary to keep by 
force. 


That is why the millions of people who 
honestly believe the policy of collective 
defence is just and right are now discover- 
ing that if it is put into action it will re- 
quire of us the same totalitarianism. in- 
ternal and external. that we decry in the 
dictatorships. 


THE SOLUTION 


Give these countries a fair deal (which 
we have never attempted to do) and there 
is a good chance that before long they will 
realize that peace and security are more 
enjoyable than military parades. Remove 
the fear and injustice and eventually they | 
will begin to ask who it is that they are 
so feverishly preparing to defend them- 
selves against. And above all don't let us 
imitate the very things that we despise in 
others. 

If we abandon our aggressive policy of 
colonial exploitation and exclusive spheres 
of commercial interest. and scrap the guns 
and bombers which are the instruments of 
that policy. we shall have no need to turn 
ourselves into a race of terrified sewer rats. 


Nigel Spettiswoade 


—_———— _-- —-- 
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In this article, with which we do not neccessarily 


agree 


TI WAS a very young boy when the Great 
2 War broke out, and my reminiscences 
chiefly amount to what I gathered fron: the 
anxious talks of grown-ups; the pictures in 
the Illustration, the fair-haired, blue-eyed 
refugees from the north; the wounded 
soldiers in hospital who used to come round 
our house; the ration-cards; the queues at 
the shops: the corned beef; the American 
soldiers eating raw onions; the tanks 
thundering through our town on their way 
to a military camp in the neighbourhood: 
and the pitiful marching columns of 
German prisoners being spat at by women 
in the streets. 

One day my sister and I found our 
mother in tears; the neighbeurs frantically 
kissed us and we learnt that our father had 
been reported missing. Later on. the 
family dressed in black: we were informed 
that “he” had been killed in a fight at 


‘By 
MAURICE POLLET 


dawn. in the early days of Autumn, 1914. 

However. I was too young to realize what 
it meant, and for months lived with the 
secret hope of hearing his knock one day 
at the docr. 


* * 


"THE War was over, we visitec the battle 
fields, fresh from slaughter. I bumped 
against anonymous coats and caps. and 
boots. rotting in the greyish mud of 
Champagne. Whether they were German, 
French. or English. I could not say, for 
time had already cast over them all the 
uniformity of death 

There was hardly an inch of the chalky 

soil left unturned by the guns: the report 
of shells (being blown up for safety) was 
heard in the distance. and we had the 
feeling of walking in a dreary. God- 
forsaken, snow-covered landscape, where 
war was still lingering on. 
I have always been brought up in the 
hatred of war, but the visions of my youth 
have singularly enhanced the teachings of 
my childhood. 

Since then, I have had to serve, as every 
Frenchman is expected to do, for two years 
in the army. two long years. spent in 
studying the most improved and scientific 
methods of killing people by the hundred. 

And now. as fate will have 1t. war again: 
the war in Spain is almost within earshot 


ot our land. The routes of cur ships are 
not safe; our towns are within easy reach 
of air raids; war has secured a strong fcot- 
ing in various parts of the world; the 
League of Nations has sunk into oblivion; 
the law of the Leople is ignored; the world 
is engaged anew in a cynical game cf 
“ catch-as-catch-can.” 
* * 


Not only do the ideals of peace seem to 

“ lose ground every day. but even those 
who most sincerely cling to them will at 
times experience the uncomfortable feeling 
that they are purposely misunderstood. 
that they are being exploited by less 
scrupulous people than themselves, who do 
not hesitate to blackmail them most shame- 
lessly in the very name of peace, with the 
threat of war, 

And while we still believe in a possible 
understanding with the peace-loving 
people of the world, we cannot help 
distrusting their | leaders, who have 
succeeded so well in killing in their 
country what we most cherish at home. 
For what is at stake, finally. is the ques- 
tion of liberty, a blessing which the 
Frenchman prizes most, and there are 
many today. as before. who would die 
for it. ‘ 

* * 

"THE semi-fascist “coup” of February, 1934, 

brought about important changes in 
French politics. The average Frenchman 
understood that his liberties might be 
endangered and he rose up in arms against 
the threat. There were some quiet, 
mederate people who had for a long time 
kept away from active politics and 
suddenly felt the urge of the old jacobine 
revolutionary spirit of 1789 and took hence- 
forward a revived interest in the fight for 
liberty. That was the actual beginning of 
the Popular Front. 

These are some of the problems, some of 
the painful dilemmas which the Frenchman 
of today has to face. and. I believe. not he 
alone. 

I have just returned from a visit to South 
Wales, among the miners of Glamorgan. 
I actually stayed in the house of a worker 
whose son had joined the International 
Brigade in Sprain. His mother told me, 
“You will take his place.” And she gave 
me his room, his seat, his books to read. 

I felt like one of them; I realized more 
clearly. more poignantly than ever. that 
our fight for liberty in France was the same 
as the fight of the miners in Glamorgtn. 
the same as the fight of the Welsh boy in 
Spain. 


Vietory Witheut Violence 


REVOLT AMONG THE 
SHARE-CROPPERS 


: GHARE-CROPPER ” is the term applied 
iT b 

in USA to a man who owns scarcely 
anything but his own and _ his family’s 
labour with which they farm a few acres 
of cotton belonging to a planter, who pro- 
vides a house. tools, and seed, and pa, the 
tenant half the price of the cotton produced. 
They are among the poorest and the most 


oppressed peaple to be found in so-called 
civilized countries, 


OPPOSITION TO UNION 


To attempt to remedy their grievances a 
few of the share-croppers decided in 1934 
to form a trade union with white and 
negro members. This roused the anger of 
the planters, and the most brutal and un- 
fair methods were used against them, 
although it was legally constituted. 
Families were evicted for union-member- 
ship, meetings were broken up, men were 
kicked, ill-treated and put into prison on 
trumped-up charges, and violence and star- 
vation made a veritable reign of terror in 
Arkansas, resulting in many deaths. 


During these days “ the men who directed 
the activities of the union lived jn the ex- 


pectation of immediate death. Without 
sleep, without food, and often without hope 
—but never without faith in the ultimate 
triumph of their cause—they directed a 
brilliant struggle along the lines of non- 
violent resistance which won for them the 
support of ‘the whole country. Had it not 
been, said a New York Times reporter who 
visited the scene. for the policy of passive 
resistance which was adopted by the 
leaders of the union, Arkansas would have 
been visited by a terrible massacre. 


TERROR OVERCOME 


“The back of the terror was broken not 
by resorting to the violent tactics of the 
defenders of the system but by the written 
word and the ceaseless activity of the thou- 


sands of disinherited men, women, and| 


children who lived for the union, but were 
ready to die that the union might live and 
bring some measure of peace, freedom, and 
security to their children.” 


(From Revolt Among the Share-Croppers, 
by Howard Kester. New York. 


A. Ruth Fry.) 


Quoted | 
from More Victories Without Violence, bu} 


Why English - 
Police are Unarmed 


Some years ago, the question of arming 
the Metropolitan Police and the County 
Constabulary was seriously considered. As 
no unanimous decision could be reached by 
the authorities, the rank and file were 
asked to express an opinion and, though 
crime was at that time on the increase they 
voted against the measure by an --er- 
whelming majority, on the ground that it 
would provide an additional incentive to 
violence for the criminal as well as the 
custodian of the law. 

When one reflects that the English is one 
of the very few police forces in the world 
which is not armed. and that there is less 
crime in England than in most civilized 
States, ane could hardly wish for a more 
striking example of the principle that 
violence begets nothing but reprisal. 

—From The Friend. March 23, 1934. 
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Get to 


I an a member, and that is all, of the 
Peuce Pledge Union, and feel often 
enough conscience-stricken at the lack of 
assistance Iam giving to help show that 
the movement is a rapidly growing force. 
But there may be many, like myself, who 
link up, knowing full well that identifi- 
cation is as far as the matter can possibly 
go, because they have already developed, 
or are devolping lines of activity of 
their own which are in sympathetic 
accordance with the aims and ideals of 
the wnion. 


says D. C. GOODSON 


POR the past five years, I have 
been dodging about on the con- 
tinent, generally alone, on a 

cycle, with a tent or a youth hos- 
teller’s admission card. French I learned 
at school. What German I know had its 
beginnings in half-hours in bed ~ ith a 
“Three months without a Master ” book for 


six weeks or so before my first trip there in 
1934 


H a tenth of those who go abroad for their 
holidays went with the definite idea of 
making closer and more sympathetic con- 
tact; of obtaining deeper insight and wider 
knowledge of the ordinary man-in-the- 
sirect in foreign lands—not your hotel 
servants, but those unconnected with cater- 
ing for visitors. and out of touch with 
tourist centres—much of our work for 
peace would be accomplished. 


* 


SPENT Easter week this year 

in Austria. There were no 
difficulties whatsoever in this trip. I spent, 
despite long spells of snowy weather which 
kept me indoors. oné of the most interest- 
ing weeks of my life, living at home with 
the family of a retired head-teacher, at 
whose house I stayed a night Jast summer. 


Contacts were made with the village 
people; the sincerity of rural enthusiasm 
for the Anschluss with Germany showed 
itself in unmistakable ways: and a lasting 
friendship with some very dear people was 
cultivated. 


FIONA SIMSON 
| a young girl from Jamai 
describes 


Know 
Those tn 
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Foreign Lands— 


—not just those who cater for 


visittors— 


Then there have been innumerable other 
brief contacts in these five years which 
have made their impression on me; and, I 
hope, my friendly interest and, where 
necessary, sympathy have not been entirely 
without effect on them. 


* 


"THERE was the smallholder in 

the Eifel who gave me bread 

and cheese and coffee when I asked if I could 

buy some butter, and with whose two bovs 

of ten and twelve we looked through a war 

book together, closing it with the heartfelt 

wish expressed that such a thing might 

never happen more. In 1925 that seemed 

more possible—before Abyssinia. Spain, and 
China. 


Then there was my kind host of an hour 
in Slovakia last summer, sheltering from 
a thunderstorm, who also insisted upon ex- 
tending hospitality though we could only 
converse by signs; there is the Walloon 
family on whom I always call when near 
Liége; the French curé I met at Oberam- 
mergau; the girl who had left her brutal 


husband and was helping her parents to 
run their hotel in Nazareth: and. last but by 
no means least, a valued friendship with 
the family of a Jewish Rabbi in England 
who started to help me to learn the Hebrew 
I shall need on revisiting, in the near future, 
that troubled Arab-Jewish land in order to 
study the great experiments the Jews are 
conducting in the educational sphere, 


* 


HERE can never be war without 

popular support of the political 

action declaring it. International contact 

and world friendship will make popular 
support more difficult. 


Peace as a permanency can only result 
from mutual understanding and a recip- 
rocal desire for cooperation in the place of 
internecine competition. Cooperation is a 
manifest impossibility without mutual un- 
derstanding. You and I are the people on 


whom rests the onus of making personal 
understanding a reality of such force as can 
never permit of the disruption of creative 
peace by destructive hostility 


—but the 


peer Od 


spilt ary fol I: too, 


gossipers like you and me 


ica 


Non-Violence in Action in 


the West Indies 


AMAICA is a very peaceful little 
J tropical island in the West Indies. 
My family has lived there for several 
generations. We own banana, coconut, and 
sugar plantations. There is only black 
Jabour and we have always got on well with 
the natives. and are met by smiling dark 
faces at every corner. 


But that is not the general atmosphere in 
Jamaica. The white land-owners’ idea is 
that the black man should have no recogni- 
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INTERNATIONAL AFRICAN 
OPINION. 


Are you interested in solving the most pressing 
problems of the moment—the demand for 
Colonies, Peace and internationalism, Racial 
intolerance, etc. ? 

You sliculd rcad International African Opinion, 
the monthly magazine expressing the views of 
Africans and their kin throughout the world. 
Published by The International African Service 
Burcau, 12a Westbourne Erove, London, W.2. 

Price 3d. 


Yearly subscription 3/6 pos? free. 
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tion or outlook of his own. 

This made Jamaica just last June a very 
different place, when the peaceful, pleasure- 
loving little island became the scene of 
riots. Battleships were sent down from 
Bermuda to protect the white population. 
Aeroplanes were constantly swooping down 
to disperse the mobs. Coconut trees were 
cut down and the cane fields were set ablaze 
by the natives. 


(Q)N one particular day warnings were 

issued by the police that or the 
following day there would probably be riots 
all over the island. We were advised to go 
into Kingsten for protection as my mother 
and I live up in the country alone, four 
miles from our nearest neighbour and fifty 
miles from Kingston. 

There are no railways there and no tele- 
phones. My mother and I decided to stay 
at home and show that we had confidence 
in our people. In the evening we had a 
“quiet time,” together with cur black 


chauffeur. 

We felt called to invite the labourers to 
our house the next day and talk things over, 
in order to create a spirit of cooperation 
and interest which would make it im- 
possible for them.to turn up in an ugly 
frame of mind. 


NEXT morning, after the police patrol 

had left us, we heard the natives 
beating the drums, and saw four to 
five hundred natives coming up the hill. 
We divided them into groups and went 
round discovering their points of view. We 
felt it right to raise the rate of pay for cer- 
tain types of work on the plantations, and 
gave them the opportunity to choose be- 
tween two rates, to show them that we 
trusted them. 

After a short time they decided to take 
the Jower rate. In their own words they 
said : “ Mrs. you are a lady, not a company, 
and we won’t squeeze you.” 


Later in the day we got together with 


some of the leaders and wrote a letter to 
the Government saving that we had decided 
that the best way to bring the trouble to 
an end was not by riots on one side, and 
armed opposition on the other, but by 
peaceful cooperation. 


Chimera 


When to the promise of a distant day 
My sight is lifted. and I seem to*%ee 
Far-off. in every land. fraternity 

And peace and justice, and the people gay, 


With tasks well-taken—haply some might 
say 


“These things of which you dream-can 
never be, 


For it would mean the end of industry, 


If hope of power and profit passed away.” 


In compounds dark men toil without a 
gleam 


Of precious light: but they are vile and 
low ; 


And they have many lords that arrogate 
Authority by right divine, while state 


Makes war on state, and earth is full of 
woe; 


Yet through this horror will 1 keep my 
dream, 


ALBERT HOUNAM 


a 
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THE EMERGENCE OF PACIFISM 


the Decalogue contains the 

seeds of moral growth, per- 
sonally speaking, I find parts of it 
more suitable for a moral museum 
than a church. 


For instance, the tenth commandment 
bunches the neighbour’s wife with his ox 
and ass, and says nothing about not covet- 
ing thy neighbour's husband, presumably 
because it would have been as absurd as 
forbidding the ox not to covet his neigh- 
bour’s master. 


A LTHOUGH we can plead that 


Nor am I impressed with the fifth com- 
mandment and its dubious morality of 
honouring parents “... that thy days may 
be long upon the land...” 


And there is the sixth commandment: 
“Thou shalt not kill.” which obviously 
did not mean that animals or foreigners 
should not be killed, for there is quite a lot 
of slaughter in the Old Testament to the 
great approval of Yahweh. In modern 
paraphrase it rather means “Do not kill 
one of your own gang.” Certainly, it is a 
most sandy foundation for pacifism. 


* * 


HERE are also difficulties re- 

specting the New Testament, 
for, although there are useful texts we can 
all quote, I know of no authoritative, 
precise repudiation of war, end the vast 
majority of Biblical scholars are not 
pacifists. 

I once spent many hours studying the 
verbatim evidence of scholars and 
theologians given before the Ro:val Com- 
mission on Divorce, and I found these 
farnest, eminent thinkers widely divergent 
in their judgment of New Testament texts. 
This would apply to much else, and if 
experts fail to find indisputable objective 
authority how can my amateur 
succeed? 


mind 


Yet many hold the simple religious faith 
that human life is sacred and therefore 
must not be taken. While this is some- 
what ambiguous and in the nature of either 
&@ personal deduction or an intuition, it is 
impossible of refute, for if an individual is 
convinced that he should not kill then no 
ene can make him do so, if he is consistent, 
nor shatter his conviction. He will go on 
asserting, “I don’t care what you say, that’s 
what I believe and that’s that.” 


If, however, this conviction, is extended 
to a declaration that all war is wrong then 
those who do not possess such a personal 
conviction will disagree and will cite the 
Peasants’ Revolt or the rise of the Dutch 
Republic as examples of justifiable 
violence. 


Go further back to prehistoric conflicts 
and let us ask ourselves how we can legiti- 
mately condemn the men of those days if 
their twilight minds had no’sense of the 
iniquity of killing? The Piltdown man 
was not the first secretary of the Peace 
Pledge Union with his office in a Sussex 
cave! 


* * 


"THOSE who believe in some 
form of evolution recognize 
instructive inheritance from our brute 
ancestry, and while the Tennysonian 
doctrine that “nature is red in tooth and 
claw” needs modification, yet the struggle 
for survival is a natural fact applicable 
both to beast and man. 


The early bird has no moral compunc- 
tion about gobbling up the worm, nor has 
the cat when stalking the early bird. 
Nor, for the most part, is man disturbed by 
his omqeuence when cracking his enemy’s 
skull. 


We can hardly criticize the ancient 
Britons for not carrying umbrellas, and 
we cannot censure primitive minds, 
whether past or present, for not carrying 
moral ideas that are beyond their under- 
standing. 


The moral sense in mankind dis- 
tinguishes him from lower species but 
we all, more or less, dwell in the twi- 
light dawn of this moral sense. Thus 
pacifism to Many seems as comprehen- 


SPEAKING | PERSONALLY 


Second article in this series by 


REGINALD W. 


SORENSEN, M.P. 


sible as Chinese to a Manx cat. 


* * 


DUT this is not applicable to 
intelligent, sensitive, earnest 
souls like Winston Churchill, the Pope, 
Professor Benesh, and Harold Laski, who 
are convinced that under some circum- 
stances killing the aggressor is right. And 
if, with audacity, we think they have blind 
spots, must we not at least recognize that 
values and truth are relative and therefore 
that it is better to have the idea of 
democracy in the mind of the warrior than 
that of imperialism or fascism? 

It is difficult, indeed, to sit in judgment 
on Uncle Tom Cobley and all. We can 
criticize the utility of the old grey mare 
and warn against ultimate disaster, but 
even then knowledge through bitter 
experience may be preferred to the 
acceptance of advice. And Uncle Tom and 
his friends are entitled to ask why we 
think we know better than they do. 


Some pacifists would reply that it is just 
common sense not to get tangled up with 
all this collective security business but to 
live one’s own life without interfering in 
foreign affairs. 

Yet common sense begs the question, 
for it varies, and the plea to keep out of 
trouble may be merely a rationalized 
aversion to the obnoxious and therefore 
a retrogressive affront to the growth of 
the moral sense. 


Others on philosophical or socialist 
grounds argue that war does not pay any- 
one in the long run and that a refusal to 
fight will paralyse the war-makers, though 
there is still the contingency of such 
philosophies and socialists being wiped out 
of existence. -Others refer to Jesus or the 
Bible, but the experts only smile. 


S I see it pacifism emerges as 

an expanded moral principle 
and spiritual process in human conscious- 
ness. There is no social moment when 
from Sinai is delivered a moral absolute, 
the ignorance or disobedience of which 
separates us into sheep and goats. With 
some, subtle converging emotional and 
intellectual reactions from the cruelty and 
folly of war synthesize into pacifist con- 
viction, and either they ~ re-interpret 
traditional authorities in the light of their 
personal experience, or they acknowledge 
crly the direct authority of the creative 
God in that experience. 

Thus have emerged other truths in the 
life of the race and some become stewards 
with new standards of righteousness for a 
while unshared or repudiated by their 
fellows. Human life is dynamic, and as 
implicit values become explicit it is 
inevitably the ‘few who become initial 
recipients. This breeds-no spurious aris- 
tocracy if it is realized that the spirit 
bloweth where it listeth and we know no 
why or when or how. 


The pacifist mind is ever sensitive to 
other minds in its consciousness of 
fundamental kinship, and with reverence 
for the mysterious travail of continuous 
generation it seeks to serve the liberat- 
ing process. 


And although men who know not what 
they do may “kill the thing they love” 
and disappear in the dark, yet faith in the | 
ultimate emergence of the latent glory of 
man must, and will, endure. 


The Son of Man is the intimation of this 
“slory that shall be revealed in us,” and 
the pacifist task is that of witnessing to a 
vital necessity in the growing stature of 
human personality: 


Fight 
tor your 
Freed 


Right ho, mate. 
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Gloves or fists? 


Drawn by WILLIAM WARBIS 


This was too effective 
peace propaganda 
during the war 

of 1714-1718 © Se 


Facts for 
Christians 


A BANNED WARTIME 
LEAFLET 


WHat are the biggest facts of the War? 
Are they not two? 


1. Christian morality is in abeyance; 
thousands of men abjure it in speech and 
writing; millions are compelled to abjure 
it in their daily deeds. 


2. Seven million young men have been 
slaughtered; millions more hopelessly 
mutilated; vast numbers of women, chil- 
dren and the aged have perished. 


Is there any other fact comparable to 
these in importance? Tha future of 
liberty? But liberty depends not on the 
defeat of Germany, but on the nature 
of the peace. 


Put aside for the moment all matters of 
territory and statecraft, strategy and guilt, 
and get back to the men and women in- 
volved. The individual is the bottom fact 
of all. For him and his chance of good life, 
States exist.. According as he is acting and 
feeling is the worth and happiness of the 
world to be measured. 


Do not Christians believe in the value of 
men? Is net man-power the expression of 
God-power? Not men in the mass or as 
mechanical implements of force-—but man 
by man, with all their gifts of body, mind, 
and heart, their creative power, their re 
sponse to the best, their ideals which feel 
after the secret of life. 


Twenty million lives destroyed or 
wrecked. Is the Church of Christ pre- 
pared to watch without protest the death of 
many more; and not only death, but that 
suspension of the moral law by which in- 
stead of following truth and restraint, com- 
passion and forgiveness, which they have 
been taught to love, they are bidden to put 
themselves under the lawless rule of strife 
and vengeance, and become the ministers 
of outrage and destruction? 


Let us escape from the evil and the hor- 
ror by a return to the Christian law of life, 
and by yielding to the claims of human 
pity. The Christian ideal springs from 
experience: it is a demonstrated mode of 
getting the best out of life: and no talk of 
national necessity, no permission given by 
the laws of war, can annul the proof. 


What but an infinite compassion should 
inspire and unite the followers of Jesus at 
this terrible time? Would it not ~: the 
sure way of breaking down barriers and 
dissipating hatred? What terrible disease 
of blindness has come upon men that they 
can contemplate this carnage and starva- 
tion. this desolation and agony, without 
such an overwhelming pity and desire to 
succour that all other thoughts are thrown 
to the winds and the world is summoned to 
combine in a great work of mercy—the 
task of bringing release to the captive, com- 
fort to the broken-hearted. and light and 
healing to those in darkness and the 
shadow of death? 


Here is a simple creed: the best life is 
always the best; the secret of Jesus is true; 
the law of right is founded on facts; great is 
the power of compassion. It is humanity 
that wants saving, and that is above all 
empires, 


_ Is not this the wav of salvation? 


— ree . 
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Telephone: Holborn 8627. 
Subscription Rates: 
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THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all 
who accept the pacifist doctrine, no matter 
what their approach. Its activity is not 
confined to the registration of those who are 


opposed to war, but promotes and encourages 
a constructive peace policy. Members are 


-attached to local groups designed to achieve 


a communal peace mentality and extend the 
influence of pacifism by propaganda and 
personal example. 

Give your pledge on a post-card:—~— 
I renounce war and I will never support 
or sanction another. 


Sign this, add your address, and send the 
ecard to The Peace Pledge Union, 96 Regent 
Street, London, W.1. 
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Make it a PEACE 


Conferenee 


ALTHOUGH the Czechoslovakian prob- 
‘lem is now fully recognized as at 
least a European, rather than just a local, 
problem, it is still necessary to distinguish 
between the somewhat vague urge of cer- 
tain peoples to live in association only with 
those whose (equally vague) cultural and 
racial background is similar and the more 
or less precisely ascertainable (if not 
generally known) material needs of those 
peoples and—more urgently—of others. 


The desire of the Sudeten Cermans to 
live in the German State, however strong 
it may be, and of the Germans in Germany 
to embrace their brothers abroad in their 
own boundaries (by no means so strong) is 
yne thing. The very material needs of the 
German Reich (or, if you like, of its capi- 
talists, though the fact that white flour is 
compulsorily adulterated suggests general 
hardship) and of the Czech State is another. 


If the question were merely concerned 
with the former issue, there would seem to 
be scant reason why the Sudetens should 
not be incorporated in the Reich at once. 
(Although, as a matter of fact, the appar- 
ently irrefutable argument about the age- 
long conflict between Slav and Teuton loses 
much of its weight when many Germans 
can so comparatively lightly toss it aside 
and agree to consider a minorities plan 
that excludes the possibility of an Ansch- 
luss. Besides which, the fact that all the 
Germans in Czechoslovakia are not to be 
conveniently found together in well- 
defined frontier districts further shows 
them capable of living with the Czechs.) 


But it is plain beyond a shadow of doubt 
that it is a question of Germany’s economic 
need. HERR HeENLEIN himself has inter- 
preted his famous (but now irrelevant) 
eight points as meaning, among other 
things, “a correction of the unfortunate 
opinion that it was the particular task of 
the Czech people to form a bulwark against 
the so-called German Drang nach Osten.” 


This, combined with its political impli- 
cations (which most people seem unable to 
separate from any economic policy), is 
clearly the ground on which virtually the 
whole of the opposition to the obvious 
solution of the racial problem is based. 
We suggest that it is, to put it mildly, in- 
sufficient ground for conceding what is at 
once a just demand and a condition of 
peace. 


But 


‘Having said that, however, there is 
something very important to be said about 
the conditions under which the almost 
entirely German areas are to be trans- 
ferred to Germany. 


Past mistakes have already dictated one 
of those conditions—that, at least in its 
initiation, the proposed transfer constitutes 
a submission to force. Nevertheless Mr. 
CHAMBERLAIN’S truly commendable initia- 
tive in flying to see Herr Hitter face to 
face offered at least the chance to break 
with that method, to establish a new, 
peaceful condition of change which alone 
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What is th 
RIGHT Solution ? 


asks 


DR. A. MAUDE ROYDEN 


Czechoslovakia we can easily 

forget some other problems for 
which we are most directly respon- 
sible. Reasonable people should, how- 
ever, take a look at Palestine since we 
British hold a mandate for it. It is one of 
the most striking instances of the short- 
sightedness of non-Christian politics. 

First of all, remember that we promised 
the Arabs their independence in return for 
their help during the War.. 

Secondly, we promised the Jews a 
national home in Palestine in return for 
their help during the War. 

Thirdly, both these promises were worded 
in such a way that no-one was, or even will 
be sure what they meant. This is what 
diplomats think clever. 

What was meant by Arab independence? 
Independence for all Arabs? If hot, for 
which Arabs? Was it for an Arab State? 
Or an Arab federation of States? Ora 
number of independent Arab States? What 
was meant by a national home? As this 
phrase is a new one it should have been ex- 
plained, but it never was. Did it meana 
Jewish State? If so, what State? Pales- 


Ic the stress of the question about 


tine? The whole of Palestine? If so, why 
speak of a national home in Palestine? If 


could hold out any prospect of a real and 
lasting peace. 


But if the evil effect of that prior con- 
dition has been neutralized, what of the 
conditions which constitute the other main 
points of the settlement plan which arose 
out of the CHAMBERLAIN-HITLER meeting 
and which the Czech Government was per- 
suaded by the British and French Govern- 
ments to accept? 


Consisting essentially of a guarantee of 
the territorial integrity of the Czech State 
in its diminished proportions, this can mean 
only one thing: that the very system of 
power politics which has produced the 
present crisis is to remain enthroned in 
Europe. 


Even if the proposal that Czechoslovakia 
should abandon her Russian and French 
alliances in favour of putting her defence 
in the hands of Great Britain, France, and 
Italy be not regarded as sinister in the 
extreme, it is obvious that it is a mere (but 
significant) realigning of forces. And if 
France (and presumably the USSR) can 
now abandon Czechoslovakia despite the 
most binding obligation to go to her aid, 
what sort of assurance can there possibly 
be that she will not similarly desert her in 
the future? Or that Italy will be a more 
valuable guarantor of Czechoslovakia than 
she was of Austria? Or we ourselves, for 
that matter? 


That is what the war method of guaran- 
teeing “security” (apart altogether from 
its proved ineffectiveness even when it is 
put to the test) amounts to. In other words, 
if Czechoslovakia parts with the German 
(and presumably other foreign) districts of 
her territory in conditions which lead her 
to suppose that power remains available to 
her, the effect will not be peace but post- 
poned crisis and probably war. 


A New Way 


To reply that the alternative is war now 
is to assume that the old game of power 
politics must go on, and that it is only a 
question of which side is now to receive 
the decisive weight of power—Czechoslo- 
vakia, involving war now, or Germany, 
involving a postponement of major war by 
temporarily buying her off and only a lecal 
(if none the less protracted and agonizing) 
war if Czechoslovakia should be so foolish 
as to resist alone or so little master of the 
situation now that it break out in spite of 
her, 

We do not assume that, but declare that 
there is a better way, which consists of so 
arranging access to material resources 
that the needs of peoples as human beings 
shall be served and not the needs of States 
as defence organizations. 


If the power-politics system is allowed to 


not, what does it mean? 

Neither Arab independence nor a 
national home was defined because no-one 
in Great Britain knew how events were 
going to turn out and what would c:1 by 
being most advantageous to the British 
Empire. 


* 


AM not blaming the politicians. 

From the ordinary point of view 
what they did was very natural, and I am 
prepared to say that every other country 
in the agony of war would have done just 
the same. The result, however, is what 
we See, 


We are now up against our own promises. 
If the Arabs were promised independence, 
why were they not consulted about a 
Jewish national home? If the Jews were 
promised a home which really meant a 
State, how can they possess it if the Arabs 
object—and fight? 


The result of all this is a war. We 
deride the Japanese for speaking of their 
war with China as “the Chinese incident.” 
We are doing exactly the same when we 
call the Arabs who are fighting us “ ban- 
dits,” “terrorists,” and the like. 


go on, it will be only natural for circles in 
Berlin to talk, as they are doing, of the 
reduction of the Czech State to military 
insignificance. 


Germany, like every other country, 
needs adequate supplies of foodstuffs and 
raw materials. There are two ways of get- 
ting them: either by strategy or by co- 
operation; by grabbing (however politely 
or indirectly!) or sharing. 


If the method of strategy is to be per- 
petuated, Germany’s concern will be to 
remove Czechoslovakia (regardless of its 
effect on that and other small countries) as 
an obstacle to the expansion of German 
political and economic influence in Eastern 
Europe. If at long last the method of co- 
operation is to be substituted, obstacles to 
her acquisition of the necessary supplies 
must be removed in a way that will not 
put obstacles in the way of others. 


The Real Alternatives 

Thus, the international discussions, which 
began with Mr. CHAMBERLAIN’S visit to 
Berchtesgaden but which need not end 
with his visit to Bad Godesberg, can have 
one of two objects. They can either be 
concerned with arranging just how Ger- 
many can have her own way without pre- 
venting Britain, France, and any other 
Power considered to be important enough 
from having their way; or they can be 
concerned with so ordering the economic 
life of Europe (which must mean also of 


related) as to meet the essential needs of 
all peoples. 


If there was any fear to temper the in- 
tense relief felt when CHAMBERLAIN first 
broke the spell by his dramatic flight, it 
was that the two statesmen would do a 
deal in their own interests alone. Subse- 
quent moves have tended to increase rather 
than diminish that fear. But, unless we 
are to resign ourselves either to war or to 
further armament burdens, we must insist 
that the method of conference be extended 
to include not only all subjects but all 
peoples concerned. 

Fears that it may become a meeting of 
the Burglars’ Union are not allayed by 
such phrases (all used in The Times this 
week) as “German proposals opening up 
the prospect of a long period of peace be- 
tween the great Powers of Europe”; “the 
CHAMBERLAIN-HITLER discussions will mark 
a turning-point for the better in the rela- 
tions of the Powers”; “looks as if the 
ground were already being prepared for 
the cooperation among the Powers which 
will obviously be necessary” (our 
italics). 

Let us instead make it that peace 
conference which even statesmen have 
admitted is desirable and must come before 
war if it is to be effective. 


It is a nation that is in arms against us 
and not a handful of bandits. Only this 
morning I read in the Daily Telegraph that 
injury has been done to telephone and tele- 
graph wires in Palestine which must have 
taken from four hundred to five hundred 
men four hours to do. My friend, Daniel’ 
Oliver, has visited the Arab leaders and 
states that there are at least fifteen thou- 
ae Arab soldiers—not bandits—in the 

eld. 


* 


WE have in fact unwittingly led 

the Jews into a trap and there 

is now no country in Europe which is more 

inflamed with hostility against them than 
this little land on the fringe of Asia. 


All we can now do is to admit that:— 


(a) We made contradictory promises 
during the War; and 


(b) We were offering to the Jews some- 
thing which was not ours to give. 


Let us be fair even to ourselves. No-one 
could have foreseen the frightful persecu- 
tions from which the Jewish people are now 
suffering and which have caused the trickle 
of Jewish immigration into Palestine to be- 
come a flood. 


Nevertheless it remains true that our 
desire to do, not what is best but what 
is best for the British Empire, has caused 
us to make a frightful mess in Palestine. 


Why go on doing what has led us into a 
mess? Why not now try the other plan and 
consider only what is best? 


It may at least be said for this plan that 
it has not been tried and failed. It is 
reasonable, therefore, to ask that it might 
now be tried. 


* 


IT is useless to wrangle any more 

about the promises we gave so 

vaguely and evasively in the past. What 
we want to do is what is right. 


For my part I submit that, as neither we 
British nor the League of Nations had any. 
right whatever to give away what did not 
belong to us, i.e. Palestine, so we should 
now admit the right of the Arabs to refuse 
any more Jewish immigration. I need 
hardly add that this is not enough, 


It is our business to seek for countries 
into which Jews will be admitted, and 
especially to search the British Empire for 
such places. It is, moreover, our business 
to accept a larger number of Jewish immi- 
grants into this country, following the far 
finer and more liberal attitude of France. 


It is our business to find out what the 
Arabs really want about our mandate and 
their own future as a people; and what the 
Jews will accept short of handing over to 
them a country which we should never 


: ; have given away. 
the world, since all parts are now inter- | B y. 


In short we should try to do what is 


| right. 


“My Son, 
my Son!” 


By W. A. RATHKEY 


I saw Youth ona golden cross, 
I heard his lonely cries; 

On either side lay Laughter and Pride, 
Long sped to paradise. 


There was a crown upon Youth’s brow, 
A crown of beaten gold; 

And etched in red above his head 
Betrayal briefly told, 


Squat at his feet Hypocrisy 
And Lust and Envy lay; 
Swapping the tale of the Judas sale, 
Dicing the night away. 


I flew in fear from the obscene hill, 
And hid my head in shame 

When mothers aghast toiled slowly past, 
Whimpering: “Tell me his name!” 
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PEACE NEWS 


AN “INTERNATIONAL” SECTION 
OF THE W.R.I 


Four Nationalities Represented in 


South France Group 


formed in the south of France. It is itself a little International. 


A NEW section of the War Resisters’ International has just been 


Its foundation members consist of Brazilian, Portuguese, Spanish, 


and French war resisters. 


The new section, with some_of its mem 
tion to help the International and is already 
closely cooperating in its work in Spain. 


The secretary writes: 


I have had the opportunity during the last 
few days, of obtaining a few new adherents, 
although I am acting with the greatest care, 
believing that quality is better than quantity. 


The declaration [see below] of the War 
Resisters’ International, very interesting and 
inspired with the highest principles of 
humanity, is so clear, so generous that it has 
no difficulty in convincing those who read it. 
Unfortunately, how many would be capable, 
how many would have the courage required. 
should it be necessary, to carry out to the 
letter and more than all in one’s spirit, this 
declaration which all must accept from the 
beginning? 


That is why I proceed with great prudence, 
and only put the question of membership of 
our movement to those who seem to have in 
their being the qualities of heart, courage and 
devotion to an idea, which it is inadmissible 
to believe, in the very middle of the twentieth 
century, do not receive the full support of 
people who call themselves civilized. 


SIMPLE DECLARATION 


It is much more difficult to become a 
war resister on the Continent than it is in 
this country. It is hoped that all British 
members of the WRI realize the serious 
implications of the very simple pledge of 
the Peace Pledge Union. The declaration 
of the WRI is much more definite and com- 
plete. 


In our September 10 issue we published 
a photograph of the first meeting of the 
International in Bilthoven in 1921. It is 
interesting to recall that it was at that 
meeting that the declaration and full 
“Statement of Principles” was drawn up, 
and that so far-sighted were those original 
members that it has not been found neces- 
sary to in any way alter that statement in 
the rapidly changing events that have 
followed during succeeding years. 


The declaration reads:— 


War is a crime against humanity. We 
therefore are determined not to support 
any kind of war and to strive for the 
removal of all causes of war. 


The “Statement of Principles” reads:— 


WAR IS A CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY. 


It is a crime against life, and wses human 
personalities for political and economic 
ends. 


WE, THEREFORE, 


actuated by an intense love for mankind, 


t 
ARE DETERMINED NOT TO SUPPORT 


either directly by service of any kind in 
the army, navy, or air forces, or indirectly 
by making or consciously handling muni- 
tions or other war material, subscribing 
to war Joans or using our labour for the 
purpose of setting others free for war 
service, 


ANY KIND OF WAR 
aggressive or defensive remembering that 
modern wars are invariably alleged by 
governments to be defensive. 


Wars would seem to fall under four 
heads:— 


(a) Wars to defend the State to which we 
nominally belong and wherein our 


home is situated. To refuse to take up | 


arms for this end is difficult: 


1. Because the State will use all its 
coercive powers to make us do so. 


2. Because our inborn love for home 
has been deliberately identified with 
love of the State in which it is 
situated. 


(b) Wars to preserve the existing order of 
society with its security for the privi- 
leged few. That we would never take 


bers in Marseilles, is in a favourable posi- 


up arms for this purpose goes without 
saying. 


(c) Wars on behalf of the oppressed prole- 
tariat, whether for its liberation or de- 
fence. To refuse to take up arms for 
this purpose is most difficult: 


1. Because the proletarian régime, 
and, even more, the enraged masses, 
in time of revolution would regard 
as a traitor anyone who refused to 
support the New Order by force. 


2. Because our instinctive love for the 
suffering and the oppressed would 
tempt us to use violence on their 
behalf. 


(c) Wars organized under the auspices of 
the League of Nations in the name of 
Sanctions to defend the Covenant or to 
maintain collective security against a 
so-called aggressor State. 


However, we are convinced that violence 
}cannot really preserve order, defend our 
home, liberate the proletariat or give 
security to any nation. In fact, experience 
has shown that in all wars, order, security, 
and liberty disappear, and that, so far from 
benefiting by them, the proletariat always 
suffers most. We hold, however, that con- 
sistent pacifists have no right to take up a 
merely negative position, but must recog- 
Nitze ’ 


AND STRIVE FOR TH REMOVAL OF 
ALL THE CAUSES OF WAR. 


We recognize as causes of war not only 
the instinct of egoism and greed, which is 
found in every human heart, but also all 
agencies which create hatred and antagon- 
ism between groups of people. Among such, 
we would regard the following as the more 
important today:— 


1. Differences between races, leading by 
artificial aggravation to envy and hatred. 


| 2. Differences between religions, leading 
to mutual intolerance and contempt. 


3. Differences between the classes, the 
| Possessing and the non-possessing, leading 
‘| to civil war, which will continue so long as 
ithe present system of production exists, 
‘and private profit rather than social need 

is the outstanding motive of society. 


4. Differences between nations, due 
largely to the present system of production, 
leading to world wars and such economic 
chaos as we see today, which eventualities, 

)we are convinced, could be prevented by the 
adoption of a system of world economy 
which had for its end the well-being of the 
entire human race. 


5. Finally, we see an important cause of 
‘war in the prevalent misconception of the 
State. The State exists for man, not man 
for the State. The recognition of the 
sanctity of human personality must become 
the basic principle of human society. 
Furthermore, the State is not a sovereign 
self-contained entity, as every nation is a 
part of the great family of mankind. We 
feel, therefore, that consistent pacifists 
have no right to take up a merely negative 
position, but must devote themselves to 
abolishing classes, barriers between the 
peoples, and to creating a world-wide 
brotherhood founded on mutual service. 


CONGRATULATIONS FOR 
THE PREMIER 


A resolution congratulating the Prime 
Minister on his bold action in the cause of 
world peace was passed and sent from a 
meeting of Midland members of the 
Anglican Pacifist Fellowship, held at 
pee Balsall, Warwickshire, last Satur- 

ay. 


The meeting was followed by an informal 
conference opened by the Rev. R. H. 
Le Messurier, who put forward as an im- 
mediate aim, the establishment of small 
groups of pacifists in every parish. 


Mens Sana 
in Corporation 
Swimming 


Baths 


Intending bathers at four of the cor- 
poration swimming baths at Manches- 
ter last Saturday were confronted with 
notices that the establishments had 
deen closed to the public. 


The Baths Committee of the corpor- 
ation had handed the premises over to 
the Air Raid Precautions Committee 
for use as casualty stations. Eight 
baths in other parts of the city. will 
shortly be closed for similar use if 
necessary. 


This is part of the sudden speed-up 
of air raid precautions in Manchester. 


Conscription not 
Welcome in 
the Philippines 


YOUTH MAKES A 
STAND 


COMPULSORY ‘military training has 
been introduced in the Philippine 
Islands as a result of the bringing into 
force of a National Defence Act drafted by 
General Douglas MacArthur, military 
adviser to President Quezon, last year. 
The act provided for an army of 400,000 
men to be organized in ten years. 


But young people, from the very out- 
set, have shown themselves reluctant to 
undergo military instruction in the 
training camps. 


Some four or five hundred out of the 
first year’s quota of 40,000 have refused to 
serve. No news has been received as to 
what steps will be taken in regard to them. 

It is reported that desertions er. masse 
have taken place from the training camps, 
and that more than 30,000 have refused to 
register for future training. 


IN SCHOOLS ALSO 


Compulsory military training in schools, 
too, is meeting with strong opposition. 
Boys of all High Schools are forced into 
the Reserve Officers’ Training Corps. The 
mother of a small boy of ten in Baguio 
objected to this enforced drill and pleaded 
that her son was too young to come under 
the law. Nevertheless, he was compelled 
to undergo the army exercises. 

Outstanding in their opposition have 
been the Seventh-Day Adventists, who 
have made persistent efforts to get the boys 
in their schools excused from the military 
drill. They have succeeded in having sub- 
stituted courses in medical service. 

Protests against compulsory training in 
educational centres have also been lodged, 
and a general campaign against conscrip- 
tion has been started. 


I believe that non-violence is _ infinitely 
superior to violence, forgiveness more manly 
than punishment. . . . Non-violence is the law 
of our species as violence is the law of the brute. 
Gandhi—Doctrine of the Sword. 


SUDETEN SPEAKS 
TO ENGLISH 
AUDIENCE 


Old Disputes to Blame 


for Present Crisis 


From Our Own Correspondent 


A SUDETEN German, and two English 

people recently returned frou Czecho- 
slovakia, were among the speakers at a 
meeting in St. Anne’s Hall, Clapham, 
recently. 

Prior to the meeting handbills had been 
distributed, and it was hoped that the 
present interest in the Czech crisis would 
have resulted ina crowd. Only 37 turned 
up, however, by the time the meeting 
started, twenty minutes late. 

Mr. A. Moore, of the League of Nations 
Union, said that Rumania was bound by 
treaty to assist Czechoslovakia, and gave it 
as his opinion that Poland would not be far 
behind with assistance if trouble really 
came. Poland, said the speaker, had suf- 
fered much from oppression under Prus- 
sian militarism, and would not be likely to 
forget it. 


SUDETENS NOT OPPRESSED 


Miss Jessie Thomas, of the International 
Peace Campaign, asserted that the Sudetens 
were not being oprressed by the Czechs. 
Cause of any oppression which might exist 
in the Sudeten areas was economic cepres- 
sion, due to the slump brought about by the 
crisis in 1931. 

Since the Nazis had come into power, 
Miss Thomas said, the German frontier had 
been closed to exports from Czechoslovakia, 
and the Germans had erected rival fac- 
tories just over the border, in which 
Sudeten Germans were enticed to work, 
while still living in Czechoslovakia, at 
wages higher than those paid to Nazi Ger- 
mans living in Germany. 

Mr. Eisler, the Sudeten German speaker, 
who is attached to the Czech Legation in 
London, affirmed that the present troubles 
arose from old disputes between the demo- 
cratic and fascist factions, which had long 
been opposed to one another. He claimed 
that there were sympathetic parties tc both 
factions in the Czech nation. 

Also present on the platform were Mr. E. 
Tuckfield, secretary of the London Federa- 
tion of Peace Councils, and Councillor Mrs. 
Gocdrich, who presided. 


RHODESIA INDIA 
CEYLON 
PALESTINE 


@ Don’t forget that Empire problems 
are vitally linked with European 
problems. 


The OCTOBER 


EMPIRE 


A Monthly Record 


is now on sale. 
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AID FOR THE 
UNEMPLOYED 


“Most Important of all 
Manuai Work” 


Now that the holiday are drawing to a 

close and groups are getting.down to 

their winter programmes, may be allowed 
to make a suggestion? 

Richard B. Gregg writes in Training for 
Peace (PPU, 6d. net): 


The beginning of action adequate to our 
problem is manual work. Something which 
all members of a team can work at together 
would be best and preferably something which 
will help the unemployed. 

In the context of this movement spinning 
or knitting would be work for a better order 
of society. 

Not everyone can make speeches; and ever- 
lasting listening to speeches eventually be- 
comes emotional and intellectual debauchery 
and gets us nowhere. 

Manual work is not  assive but active and 
creative. 

The seeming smaliness of accomplishment at 
any one occasion does not make it insignifi- 
cant. Our physical bodies and the body of 
socicty are built up slowly, cell by cell, and 
each cell is important. 

Work with and for the unemployed is per- 
haps the most imporiant of all the manual 
work, because it helps fo heal the most 
Cangerous evil in society. 


On behalf of the Good Companions may I 
appeal for knitting groups to make babies’ 
clothes for unemployed homes in the East 
End of London, where the need is dire. 

I shall be glad to forward to anyone in- 
terested, leaflets (issued by the Infant 
Welfare and Maternity Centres) giving 
simple instructions of what is needed. 


TEN LIVING IN TWO 
ROOMS 

One family visited this week consisted of 
father mother and eight children who exist 
in two small rooms (bedroom and kitchen). 
Tae latest arrival had no swaddling clothes 
and was cradled in a scap box, 

Another father appealing for help stated 
that his wife and new-born baby were ready 
for discharge from hospital but they had 
no clothes in which to bring the baby home. 

Happily, from Peace News readers’ gifts, 
a cradle and the necessary clothing have 
been forthcoming for these two wee ones. 

Further gifts of serviceable second-hand 
(or, or course, new) clothing, boots, and 
shoes (for men, women, or children), bed- 
cing or other household linen are sorely 
needed by our own “ have-nots.” 

Will you be a “Good Companion,” 
reader? 

CHARLES STUART 

© B.zheroft Road, Crouch Hill, N.19. 


Mass Paradine 
and Selling in 


the West End 


OVER one hundred women took part in 
the special poster parade from 96 
Regent Street last Saturday. 

Six thousand leaflets were distributed 
and over one hundred and fifty Peace News 
sold. 

Many thousands of men and women in 
the West End were shown in a very 
definite way, that there are many women 
who have not forgotten the lessons of the 
last war and are not acquiescing in an 
armaments programme designed to defend 
the gains of past wars. 

A newspaper reporter was much im- 
pressed by the turn out and took full 
particulars of the PPU. 

If one hundred women can turn out on 
a special occasion, would it be too much to 
expect fifty men and women every 
Saturday? 

Parades leave 96 Regent Street at 6.45 
p.m. and 8.45 p.m. each Saturday. Let us 
show the public that we mean business! 


MASS SELLING 

On October 8, instead of the usual poster 
; parade from 96 Regent Street. we are 
organizing what might be called a mass 

selling of Peace News in the West End. 
The object is to have a very large number 
of sellers in a comparatively small area. 
We believe that in this way we shall compel 
the attention of the public in a way which 
is quite impossible with a seller here and 
there. 


London, whether he or she has ever sold 
Peace News before or not, will make a great 
effort to help on this one occasion. so that 
the West End may positively buzz with the 
cry of “ Peace News"! 

OPPORTUNITY FOR BEGINNERS | 

This will be an excellent opportunity for | 
those who are a little shy of selling in the 
streets to make a start in the company ola 
large number of others. 

The office of 96. Regent Street will be 
open on October 8 from 5 p.m. until mid- 
night and refreshments will be availahle 
there. 

Volunteers please send their names to 
me, c/o PPU. 96 Regent Street, W.1. (either 
direct or through their group leader) as 
soon as possible and not later than Septem- 
ber 30, stating the approximate times when 
they will help so that we can estimate how 
many Peace News to order. The later 
times of the evening are the best for selling. 


DON LEANEY 


We hope that every member around 
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Peace Pledge Union 


ik. M. THOMPSON 


1S / rs 


—What Now? 


IN which direction is the Peace Pledge 

Union going to travel? Are we to 
continue along the propaganda road only 
or do we seek to lay~the foundations of 
the new order of society? Here is one 
suggestion which merits the serious con- 
sideration of all pacifists. 


lf England as a “have” nation has 
responsibilities to the “have-not” nations 
and, in order to secure peace, must be pre- 
pared to make sacrifices, then all of us as 
individual members of the British Empire, 
who possess perhaps rather more of the 
material things of life than our “ have- 
not” and dispossessed brothers and sisters, 
must be willing to make personal sacrifices 
for peace within our country and between 
classes. 


If we are to take the lead where others 
have failed, we must identify ourselves 
with those we would lead—with the 
workers, 'he unemployed, the social out- 
casts, in the way that Gandhi has done in 
India. 


"THOSE of us who live in the large towns 

where there are slums could, as 
groups, very humbly and quietly go and 
live among the dispossessed and the un- 
employed, wherever the need is greatest 
and, without patronizing and preaching, 
share with them such of our material 
possessions as we can. 


For numbers of us this could be done 
without necessarily giving up our jobs. it 
would mean the acceptance of a very 
simple standard of life—possibly consider- 
able sacrifices for some of us—yet I feel 
that such an appeal to the working 
classes would bring the reality of our love 
for humanity home to them in a way whicn 
will never be done by all our public meet) 
ings, poster parades, and leaflet distri- 
bution. 


E need not wait for the bombs to! 
ve 


the test. The war is on now, in England 


NEWS fro 


NORTH WEST 
Steckport and District 
"TE second annual general meeting of 
this district was held on September 12, 
presided over by the Rev. P. Hulme, of 
Stockport. 

[t was reported that the work of the year 
had ineluded frequent group meetings, and 
the propaganda section had also been kept 
fully occupied. There had been public 
meetings where the Van Zeeland Report 
had been discussed and the film Kamerad- 
senaft had been shown. A series of open- 
air meetings held in the Armoury Square, 
Stockport. had proved successful. 

Special mention was made of the tableau 
which the group entered in the local infir- 
mary Carnival procession in July. Mem- 
bers of the group walked in the procession 
and collected for the infirmary. 

Within the last six months a new group 
has been formed at Hazel Grove, Stockport, 
and it was hoped at the meeting that other 
groups would be formed shortly. 

Although, during the past year, things 
had sometimes not been so easy as might 
have been expected. there was plenty of 
room for development in the district, and 
optimistic hopes are entertained for the 


future. 
LONDON 
Chiswick and Hammersmith 
THESE groups organized an impressive 
poster parade last Saturday. They 
had 24 posters and members distributed 
leaflets en route. 

At Hammersmith Broadway Peace News 
was in great demand and a record number 
of copies were sold. One member disposed 
of 24 copies. Over 3,000 leaflets were dis- 
tributed along this section of the route. 

A further thousand leaflets were handed 
to patrons of the Chiswick Empire. 

At the recent annual meeting Chiswicx 
and Hammersmith groups Mr. John Bar- 
clay spoke on air raid precautions. He 
dealt with tne activities of the union to find 
out the exact views of clergymen and other 
members of the Church with’ regard to 
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FRANCE 
‘TWO members recently visited the house 
of Napoleon and inserted the name of 
the PPU (as its representatives) in the 
visitors’ book there. As one of them said, 
this may make history in the years to come. 


ARP. 

Mr. Barclay said that each member of the 
ution could be a missionary in bringing 
new converts to the cause. There were 
easily two million people in the country 
today who were ready to make up their 
minds about peace and war. If the thirty 
people or so whom he was addressing went 
away determined to enlist three new mem- 
bers each week something would be 
achieved. But they must be prepared for 
snubs and that sort of thing. 

The paradox today, he said, was that they 
knew war was a world possibility, just as 
they that peace was a world possibility. 
The world today seemed to be hanging on 
to the words of one man, Hitler. Men of 
science, intellectuals, and men of force of 
character and determination were today 
quailing in their shoes. But, he claimed, 
actualy only about one man in the street 
in a million was not a pacifist. Today they 
were living in a world of make-believe, 
and they were all acting on the wrong 
reactions toward the great possibilities 
before them. 


MIDLANDS 


Worcester 
ME. ROY WALKER, of headquarters, did 
a tour of Worcester and district last 
week. On the Tuesday he addressed a 
meeting in Worcester on “The PPU and 
the Individual.” About forty people 
attended. Next day he went to Kidder- 
minster to speak on “We must prepare 
for Peace.” This meeting was not so well 
attended. 

Stourpost gave him a great reception. 
He addressed a meeting in the school there 
on Tuesday on air raid precautions and 
was successful in interesting several mem- 


sf ge | 
CORNERS | 


bers of the staff. Before leaving he was | 
invited by someone, who was not a member 
of the PPU, to pay a return visit. 

On the Saturday he crossed the border 
into Staffordshire to speak at Stoke. Here 
again he spoke to an audience consisting 
chiefly of teachers on “ ARP for Teachers.” 

He returned into Worcestershire next 
day to attend the week-end conference at 
Bewdley. 

NORTH 
Leeds 

The first of what is hoped will be a series 
of fortnightly poster parades in Leeds was 
held last Saturday. Twelve volunteers, ten 
carrying sandwich boards and two selling 
Peace News, walked through the main 
streets of the city during the busiest period 
of the afternoon and much interest was 
aroused. 

Altogether, seventeen copies of Peace 
News were sold—in forty minutes. There 
was little or no adverse criticism, and those 
taking part felt quite satisfied with their 
initial efforts. It is hoped, however, that 
there will be further assistance forthcoming 
from Leeds pacifists for the next two 
parades, on October 1 and 15, especially in 
view of the advertising necessary for the 
coming Parliamentary Pacifist Group con- 
vention to be held in Leeds on October 22. 


SCOTLAND 
Troon 


AN attempt is being made to form a 
peace council in this district to which 
the PPU could be affiliated and thus have 
a stronger backing. 

A group meeting was held last week to 
further the plans for the winter pro- 
gramme. Various societies are being 
approached with a view to PPU speakers 
addressing their members during the 
winter. 

Reports on PPU activities, and corres- 
pondence with residents of Troon appear 
each week in the local press, which has con- 
sistently given publicity to views of mem- 
bers. tes 


start dropping to put our pacifism to;, 


in the British Empire, and we in England 
have lived in comparative ease for years 
on the ruined lives of countless native and 
English workers. Let us try to pay back 
at least a part of that debt. 


The Peace Pledge Union has been 
called a middle-class movement. Let us 
prove that we are willing to put an end 
to the economic differences which lead 
to class distinctions. 


Thoreau said: “ None can be an impartial 
or wise observer of human life but from 
the vantage ground of what we should call 
voluntary poverty.” Let the Peace Pledge 
Union take its stand on that “vantage 
ground.” 


I believe that, if a sufficient number of 
our members could see the thing in this 
light and that if some concerted action 
could be taken along these lines, it would 
not only be “news” but would convince 
our friends on the right and on the left 
that we mean what we say. Such action 
would be impossible for some of us, but 
there must be a sufficient number who 
could do this in groups all over the 
country to make it worth while. 


Essential Points in the 


P.P.U. Manifesto 


HE PEACE PLEDGE UNION, 

founded by Dick Sheppard on 
the basis of the pledze “We re- 
nounce war and will never sup- 
port or sanction another,” makes 
this appeal to all who seek peace 
within and between the nations: — 


The pledge to renounce war, in- 
volving as it does the refusal to 
allow governments to make use of 
the weapons of violence :n support 
of foreign policy, leads inevitably 
to the necessity for 2 new foreign 
policy, based on econaic appease- 
ment and reconciliation. 


The most pressing need is to take 
immediate steps which will lead 
ultimately to the establishment of 
a really serviceable League of 
Nations. The new League must be 
based on provisions designed to 
meet the economic requirements of 
the large masses of poverty- 
stricken people to be found in vary- 
ing degree among all nations of 
the earth. The satisfaction and 
security of each and every nation 
must be. and can be. obtained in 
the well-being of all. 


NOW IS HE TIME 


when every democrat should 
concentrate upon, and call his gov- 
ernment to confront, the real and 
pressing ecomomic needs of the 
people of the world. The main- 
tenance of imperial interest and 
economic advantage for ourselves 
literally means that we are living 
at the expense of the people of 
other counfries. 


The Van Zeeland Report has been 
drawn by a statesman appointed 
by the Governments of Britain and 
France to consider the economic 
and political causes of friction in 
the world. M. van Zeeland’s con- 
clusions should be investigated at 
once. They may be modified. He 
provided for that. When the causes 
sre faced, a solution, which could 
meet the needs of hungry nations, 
raise the general standard of life, 
and secure the rights of Native 
peoples, will be found pcssible in 
other terms than those of war 


We urge that a new peace ‘“reaty 
should he drawn up, this time be- 
fore another war begins, instead 
of after it. 


Copies of the full Manifesto are 
obtainable from the Peace Pledge 
Union, 96 Regent Street, London, W.1. 


Sentember 24, 1958 


I think war silly. I think that war is the: 


ultimate expression of man’s wickedness 
and man’s silliness. There are times when 
I think that its childish silliness is even 
more heartbreaking than its wickedness. 
—A. A. Milne—Peace with Honour, 


UP THE 
GARDEN 
PATH 
By 


BESOM 


| view of the uncertainty. not to mention 


the secrecy, of British Government! 


policy in the present crisis. it is refresh- 
ing to be told by Sir Arnold Wilson. speak- 
ing at a League of Nations Union meeting 
at Baldock, that the Prime Minister could 
count in the ultimate resort on a volume of 
support in this country far more nearly 
approaching unanimity than would be 
found behind the head of any other Euro- 
pean State today. (A case of “my Premier 
right or wrong” no doubt!) 
issues in Eastern Europe, he added. the 
country and the British Empire was united. 

Sir Arnold followed this up with the over- 
whelming statement that our own experi- 
ence in Ireland, in Palestine. in India... . . 
suggested that only the amplest provincial 
autonomy was acceptable anvwhere, and 
that if it had been too long withheld separa- 
tion became the only remedy. 

He then waxed prophetic. “I declare my 
conviction,” he said, “that those who. for 
whatever motives. take up the sword in 


East Europe today will perish by the 
sword ” 
THE “ TRUMPETER ” 

}1 hope you people are recording Toward 


Marshall's commentaries. It would be a crime 
against posterity if those superb cadences were 
to be lost. 

When he says “young Hutton” or “this truly 
magnificent score” or “England are on top of 
the world,” there is a thrill as of far-away 
trumpets in his voice. More, there is the old 
flag of England, King Henry's speech before 
Harfleur. the Grand Fleet following George the 
Sixth out to sea. and the proud tears of Diana 
Wynyard in Cavaleade.—Letter in Radio Times 


BRITISH AND BEST 

Because a woman portrayed in the win- 
ning design in an ARP poster competition 
may be a German, everyone's in a fluster 
and the picture may be changed. 

Above the woman's face appear the 
words, “ARP Looks To You.” 

Do they think a British woman's face 
would be more ARP-looking? 


GAD, SIR! 

At the end of the mecting there was no vote 
of thanks, no God Save the King. In the hand- 
bills the list of speakers included an archdeacon, 
who was not mentioned as “the Venerable” but 
as “ Rev.” 

Are Taunton pacifists civilized Englishmen? 

—Somerset County Gazette. 


MORE HELPFUL 

“That was a fine speech our candidate 
made on the farming question, wasn't it?” 
said the election agent. 

“Tt wasn't so bad.” replied Farmer 
Brown, “but a week's fine weather would 
have done a sight more good!” 


SOME “NUTSHELL ” 
The reason for the present prosperity 
can be put in a bombshell. 


On current | 


PEACE 


NEWS 


Peradventures of “Peace News’—No. 


oe 


Lady: Now, I want you to read this PEACE NEWS;; it’s an intellectual feast. 
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And here is a portion of my nice home-made cake. 


Tramp: Madam, I’m no glutton. 


I'll only take the PEACE NEWS. 


Drawn by E. E. BRISCOE. 


Letter fiom 


17 Featherstone Buildings, 
London, W.C.1,. 
R. ERIC GILL recently returned from 
Geneva after having completed a 


sculpture on the League of Nations build- 


ing. The sculpture was commissioned by 
our Government, and is the gift of that 
Government to the League of Nations 
building. All the other nations (at least 
all those who are represented at Geneva) 
have made gifts of furniture or decoration. 

The work consists of three panels about 
fifty feet long altogether and eight feet 
high over the main doors of the Council 
Chamber outside, ie., in the foyer. The 
central panel represents the recreation of 
man. which the League of Nations is assist- 
ing. The hand of man touches the hand of 
God: the text in Latin at the top reads in 
English: “What is man that Thou art 
mindful of him?” and the answer in larger 
letters is: “He has created him in the 
image ot God.” 

Then below. a quotation in English from 
The Wreck of the Deutschland, by Gerard 
Hopkins: 

Thou mastering me. 
God! giver of breath and bread; 
World's strand, sway of the sea: 
Lord of living and dead: 
Over again I feel thy finger and find 
thee. 


“ The idea is that if a bomb 
drops on the rubber ball it 
will just bounce off.” 


the Editer 


The left-hand panel shows a group of 
voung people, boys and girls, running to- 
ward the centre, and the inscription in 
Latin reads: * We are His people and the 
sheep of His pasture.” 

On the right-hand panel, the whole 
created world is svmbolized—animals and 
trees. and electricity and machines; the 
text says: “He has placed him over all 
His works.” 

So that. in summing up, it might be said 
that the left-hand panel represents man's 
gifts to God (that is ourselves, as we have 
nothing else to give): and the right-hand 
panel shows God's gifts to man, that is the 
whole created world. 


The Wrong Number 


A MID the excitement of the present crisis 

the telephone bell sounded. A mem- 
ber of our staff lifted the receiver and said 
* Peace News” in the usual way. She was 
surprised and amused to hear a voice at 
the other end exclaim: “Peace News? I 
hope it is peace news. but I’ve cot the 
wrong number!” 


A Reminder 


Please Order Your 
PEACE NEWS 


EARLY 


NV ANY readers have no doubt already 
¥ seen this notice in previous issues of 
Peace News—but I am afraid it has not 
had the desired effect. 

Last week provided a too good example. 
The interest aroused as to the pacifist posi- 
tion in the crisis resulted in a last minute 
rush for copies, and in consequence very 
many people were disappointed. We were 
soid out of copies before Friday night. 

Once again I plead with you: PLEASE 
ORDER EARLY—it will save inconveni- 
ence as Well as make more sales. 


Railway Quecn’s Duties 


HOSE of you who think that a Railway 
Queen spends her time attending 
carnivals to sit on platforms with other 
“queens” and look pretty will be in- 
terested to know that this is not all she 
has to do. 

This is revealed in the official pro- 
gramme of the Railway Employees Car- 
nival, which was held in the Belle Vue 
Gardens, Manchester, on September 10. 

The article says ti ¢ the Railway Queen 
stands for peace, industrially and inter- 
nationally. Each “queen” js expected to 
endeavour to stimulate a spirit of good will 


i 


-One Years 


Ago 


Fro the New Crusader, 


‘Twenty 


September 28, 1917 


HE law of non-resistance is based upon 
the laws of the science of mind. the 
fundamental axioms of which area that 
whatsoever is resisted, whatsoeve® is 
feared, will sooner or later come upon the 
individual or nation. These axioms are 
as true as the axioms of geometry. 

If an individual carries a pistol in his 
pocket with the idea that it is protection, he 
will sooner or later get shot. This is also 
true of a naticn. It is only a question of 
time when the mental law will bring disas- 
ter upon the individual and nation that 
does not understand the universal law of 
love. 

Prepare a little. and we will “get it 
good”: prepare big. and eventually there 
will be the greatest bloodshed that has 
ever been known. 


Tt is remaiable. in the light cf past his- 
tory and this present greatest of wars. that 
there should be a human mind which does 
not see the working of this law. 

The law of non-resistance is the mest 
positive and protective law in the world. 
It is the only law which will bring pcace 
among men. It requiresimuch more intcl- 
ligence, more wisdom, and nerve than the 
negative idea of resistance and physical 
force. “Love your enemies,” “ Bless them 
that curse you.” “ Resist not evil,” are siate- 
ments of the highest intelligence. The 


_|truth expressed in them is of the greatest 


import for the human mind to grasp. They 
contain the secret of the ages. It is the 
only way permanent peace and good will 
will ever be established among men and 
nations. 

It is an individual proposition first. This 
is the most vital point. Each individual 
must play the game until we are all educa- 
ted in the workings of the higher laws. 

The idea of resistance is based on fear, 
the greatest enemy of man. It is the pro- 
duct of ignorance. It is the lack of know- 
ledge and understanding that love is the 
greatest force and power in the world. 

HOWARD A. COBBY 


among railwaymen of another country with 
a view to combining for the abolition of 
war. 

It is the duty of every Railway Queen 
to speak on world disarmament at every 
gathering she attends officially. 

So congratulations to this year’s “queen,” 
Miss Helen Forrest. of Edinburgh. May 
she have a successful term of office. 


Warning 


CORRESPONDENT sends a warning to 
pacifists against a dark, thick-set, 
middle-aged man purporting to have been 
a Dartmoor CO, telling a story of illness 
and the subsequent loss of business in 
which he could be set up again for a few 
pounds, and asking for work. 
He is not known at the address he gave, 
nor by those doing similar business, nor as 
the pacifist propagandist he professes to be. 


Wear Your Badges 


WO members of the Peace Pledge Union 
write to say that during a stay abroad 
they have been wearing their badges. 
“We find that it creates interest and an 
introduction to people who otherwise 
would not talk about pacifism to us.” they 


say. 
Furthermore, it is a means of identifying 
our own members’ .. If only members would 
as far as possible display the PPU badge it 
would strengthen our movement and give us a 
sense of solidarity.—So fellow members, wear 
your badges 


If I had been... 
AN American correspondent writes to tell 
me of an incident with a neighbour, 
to whom she offered Peace News. The 
neighbour's husband was killed in the 
War, and our correspondent says ° She has 
the most revengeful spirit I have ever 
heard.” 
A delivery man came along and joined 


in the conversation, and the following 
ensued: 
D.M. Well. l was in the War, It wouldn't 


have done any good to have kept on with 
it—just killed more Germans and _ the 
Germans more Englishmen. 

N. Well, if I had been Prime Minister 
after the War—they would have paid more. 
Hitler is mad. The only thing he under- 
stands is force, &c. 

D.M. If you had been Prime Minister 
we'd still be fighting. Give me a bunch of 
Peace News and Vl) distribute them for 
you. 
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Group Notes 


PPU Page 


PEACE 


By John Barclay, 


THE NEED IS FOR A RALLYING 
CALL 


AS someone said to me last Sunday at 
**™a meeting on Wimbledon Common— 
“the war seems a little better today.” I 
feel like answering that and many other 
somewhat fatuous remarks with Dick 
Sheppard's words “let me enjoy this ’ere 
war in peace!” 

One result of last week’s “alarms and 
excursions” has been .the tremendous 
backing we have had from the member- 
ship up and down the country. Almost 
without exception the tone of the letters 
has been “count on us—we are ready for 
any call you make—give us a lead and we 
will follow,” and it is at this point that I 
feel the real difficulty arises. 


. . * 


The kind of lead that is required is 
something more than a clear-cut policy or 
an alternative. The need is for a rallying 
call which will appeal to all the faith we 
have in the power of non-violent resistance, 
the constructive faith that whatever it 
costs us we rnust be prepared as individuals 
and as a movement to witness to the true 
spirit of humanity and brotherhood. 

Three essential qualities are expected of 
us as pacifists: 

1. Consistency: 

2. calmness; 

3. courage; 
and, 1 would add, a sense of humour and 
a sense of proportion. 


PEACE PLEDGE UNION 


New Signatures to the 
Peace Pledge— 


Will Group Leaders receiving 


these please check that they are 
LEGIBLE and COMPLETE 


before passing them on to 
Headquarters ? 


Ld! 


VUrrr rrr rrr ' 


OUT OF DATE? 
NO, SIR ! 


SAALAAADAD BAAS 


The Leaflet you're tired of seeing 
on your shelf—-Somebody never 


saw it or even heard of us— 
AND WHY? Becaus. YOU 
LEFT mt ON THE SHELF 


LZUFFV Ere’ | errrrrrrrr rr 


wow 


NAsMA hth dds same AAs 


IF YOU WANT TO BE FIT " 


6°: per 100 


4/- per 1000 


This is a clever and humorous illustrated leaflet, 


with a clear invitation, and has the advantage of 
being very short, whilst be'ng printed one side only, 


the reverse can be used for local anncuncements 


Over last weekend 1 met groups 
varicus parts of London; all of them carry- | 
ing on an extensive campaign of outdoor 
meetings. Eltham had a magnificent 
poster parade on Saturday night and a 
meeting in the centre of the town. As this 
is the first time such a parade has been 
organized by them, they are to be con- 
gratulated on such a fine turn-out. Thirty 
members took part and all copies of 
Peace News were sold. 


Wimbledon, Clapham and Streatham 
carry on open-air meetings every Sunday | 
and the crowds last weekend were bigger 
than ever. The temper of the crowd, too, | 
has changed with its growth. No longer 
is one interrupted by hecklers, but at the 
end of a talk we are getting a large num- | 
ber of intelligent questions, and as long as 
a consistent pacifist policy is advocated 
there is a spontanecus outburst of applause 
at the end. 

For the first time in history, I should say, | 
the peopie of this country are definitely 
“apainst war” and also, which is more 
extraordinary, willing to subscribe to a! 
comprehensive pacifist policy. Sacrifice 
and willingness to suffer are inseparable 
from our policy, but, in spite of this, ] am 
ecnscious of a great yearning for its 
adoption. 


Our policy, of course; is opposed by 
those who are not able to put forward any 
alternative to the war method, and 
whether they be Tory or Left Wing the 
end will be the same. War has nothing to 
offer except complete bankruptcy and it is 
kecoming quite obvious that those who 
advocate war, for whatever purpese. are 
bankrupt of constructive ideas. 

Push on, therefore, with the advocacy of 
pacifist ideals and, come what may, stand 
firm on pacifist principles. We have every- 
thing to gain and only our lives to lose. 


Phone: 


NEWS 


September 24, 1935 


The Notice Boara 


Annual General Meeting, Uxbridge Region, 
September 24, 3 to 5 pm. General Business 
Meeting: 5 to 6 p.m. Tea: 6 p.m. Conference 
on Autumn and Winter Campaign. Chairman: 
Nigel Spottiswoode. 

PPU open-air meetings 


every Sunday at 


in ; 6.30 p.m. on Whitfields Mount, Blackheath, near 


Cricket Pitch. 


Groups are invited to send names and 
addresses of people (pacifists or others) within 
easy reach of the City, who might be persuaded 
to attend a mecting addressed by Lord Ponsonby, 
George Lansbury, and Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence on 
October 25, to City PPU Group, 13 Paternoster 
Rew, E.C.4. Volunteers to act as stewards should 
present themselves at the Memorial Hall. Far- 
ringdon Street (near Ludgate Circus) at 6 p.m, 
sending in as soon as possible a promise to do so. 

Romford group now holds open-air meetings 
every Tuesday at 8 p.m. in the Romford Market 
Place. 

Open-air m2etings every Friday at 8.15 p.m. 
in Kings Square, Barry. Also in Llandaff Fields, 
Cardiff at 8 p.m cn Sundays. 

Hull,—Open-air meetings every Wednesday, 
8 p.m., at West Park Gates. 

Open-air meetings are now held on Clapham 
Common (3 p.m.) and Streatham Common 
(€.30 p.m.) Arranged between Streatham, 
Battersea and Wandsworth groups 


“Pcace News” Sellers Wanted 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Every Saturday at 330 
p.m. Meet at Friends’ Meeting Heuse. Pilgrim 
Street. 

Birmingham.—Further volunteers wanted for 
street selling every Friday (4.30—8.30 p.m.) for 
hour or more. Write Wilfred S. Burtt. 3, Innage 
Road Northfield, Birmingham. 

Huddersfield.— Volunteers wanted on Saturday 
afternoons or evenings Write Elizabeth Wilson, 
The Brewn Owl, Woodfield Road, Lockwood. 
Huddersfield 

Sheffield.— Write to Geoffrey Pickup, 
Stanley Road, Sheffield, 8. 

Glasgow.—Every Saturday from 8 p.m., outside 
Regal Write R Speirs, 173 Themson Street. 
Glasgow, 1. 

Two hundred volunteers needed for mass 
selling in the West End cn October 8 Further 
details later 

Leeds.—Every Saturday afternoon Also 
house-to-house selling at any convenient time. 
Write J. Michael Rosenblum, 4 Grange Terrace, 
Chapeltown. Leeds. 7. 

Bexley Heath—At Clock Tower every Friday 
at 7 pm _ Write to Donald Port. 143 Singlewell 
Road, Gravesend. 

Letchworth.— Volunteers for street selling 
wanted on Saturdays between 3 and 5 p.m. and 
5 and 7 p.m. Also on Sundays outside churches. 
Please give details and times to J. Yardley, 49 
Willian Way, Letchworth. 

Bristol—Every Saturday between 2.30 p.m. 
and 5 p.m. Write John Bamford, 24 Bromley 
Road, Horfield, Bristol, 7 
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“Shings we want you te know” 
SEPTEMBER 24th, 1938 


A_ REMINDER 


WE HAVE IN STOCK (among meny others) 
THE FOLLOWING BOOKS :— 


“* Let us Honour Peace " 


Written by » schoolmaster, a lawyer, 
a doctor, and a chergyman 


"More Sheprard’s Pie" 


"The Human Parson’ 
(both by Canon Sheppard} 


"We Did Not “ight “ 


(1914-18 experiences of War Resisters) 
A mest interesting and informative- 
book 


3/6 


"The Roots o: Peace” 
By H. M. Swanwick 


Sequel to " Collective Insecurity” 


3/6 


PRICES DO NOT 


POSTERS 
LEAFLETS 


"Ends & Means“ 
Aldous Huxtey 


A book to be 
thought about 


read—re-read and 


8/6 


"War and Democracy “ 


Essays on the causes and prevention 


of War 10/6 


" Challenge of she East ’’ 
By Dorothy Hogg 


A vivid picture of Japan, India; and 
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Blackheath. — Outside Roxy Cinema 
5 p.m. on Saturdays. 

Harborne.—Every Friday and Saturday. Write 
S. G. White. 46 Wheats Avenue, Harborne, 
Birmingham. 

Cambridge. —- Write tc Austin Davies, 
Malcolm Street. Cambridge. 

Tunbridge Wells.—Write to Maurice Cransby, 
4. Mount Ephraim, Tunbridge Weils 


Poster Parades 


Richmond.—Volunteers required to advertise 
public meeting on Octovser 4 each evening during 
the preceding week. Any members able to heig 
on one or more evenings write to G. D. Piper, 
97 Sandycombe Road, Richmond, Surrey. 


Miscellaneous 

Young German needs offers of hospitality for 
a month or two, or even part of that time. 
Willing to teach French or German in return 
Replies to the War Resisters’ international. 11 
Abbey Road. Enfield. Middlesex. 

PU members on holiday or resident in Leven 
district and willing to help in propaganda work, 
please write to Miss M. Simpson. “ The Square.” 
Kenoway, Fife. 
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PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
WHAT IT IS 


"T HE Peace Pledge Union wel- 

comes within its ranks all 
those who accept the ~acifist doc- 
trine no matter what their method 
of approach. 

The activities of the Union are 
not confined to the compsratively 
negative activity of registering the 
names of those who are in opposi- 
tion to war. but include tke 
organizing of constructive work 
for peace. 

Capy out on a post-card 
this pledge: — 
1 renounce war and I will 
never support or sanction 
another. 
Sign your name and address and 
send it to:— 
THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION 
96 Regent Street, Wl 
who will be pleased to answer any 
y questions 
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PEACE PLEDGE UNION, 96 Regent St., London, w.! 


REGENT 2843 


"THE PEACE 
YEAR BOOK ". 


CONTAINS INFORMATION 
FOR SPEAKERS AND OTHERS 
WHO DESIRE FULLER 
KNOWLEDGE 


Incidentally, it’s very encouraging 


PRICE 2/- Postage 4d. 


MEETING 


Gramophone 


A 12” RECORD 


on which Dick Sheppard 
tells the Story of the 
Peace Pledge Union 
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September 24, 1933 


PEACE 


NEWS 


Dear Sit... 


PROBLEMS OF THE 


i Y article under this heading was de- 

signed as a reply to Palme Dutt 
writing under the same title in the com- 
munist Labour Monthly. To him the 
problem of the peace movement resolved 
itself into “ decisive repudiation of the pro- 
fascist tendency in the peace movement.” 
His remarks were directed exclusively 
against the pacifist school of thought. “It 
is necessary to state plainly that in the 
leadership of the Peace Pledge Union there 
is, consciously or unconsciously, alliance 
with fascism in practical policy.” 

Such statements clearly cannot be left 
unanswered, especially when they lead to 
bitter accusations against the peace work 
of George Lansbury, which communists 
seem inclined to describe as shaking hands 
with murder. These attacks upon the 
pacifist movement aim to show that the 
communist peace policy is the only sound 
one, and I endeavoured to show that the 
problem of the peace movement cannot be 
solved by a blind acceptance of communist 
leadership. 

It seems that I have touched a sensitive 
spot in communist circles. The correspon- 
dence you publish in reply to my article is 
pretty revealing. It 1s a poor case which 
has to descend to such heavy sarcasm 
which Page Arnot feels compelled to 
employ. He claims to find it incredible 
that any Labour candidate can be so “ anti- 
working class” as to support the Labour 
Party’s attitude to the Communist Party. 
It is this Labour Party which the com- 
munists are so anxious to join. 

The correspondence from your com- 
munist readers shows how impossible it is 
to know where one stands with regard to 
the Communist Party. 

For example Page Arnot categorically 
denies my statement that the British Com- 
munist Party is controlled and financed by 
Russian communism. But B. M. Stirling 
says that as both parties are in the same 
international it is not surprising that their 
policies should be in harmony. Davis Smith 
says it is true that by the principles of 
democratic centralism (whatever that 
might mean) the Communist Party of 
Great Britain is bound by decisions of com- 
mintern. The commintern is of course, 
controlled by Russian communism. What 
becomes of the denial of Page Arnot that 
British communism is controlled by Russia? 

As to finance, H. A. Oakeshott says that 
“the Communist Party and Daily Worker 
have offered the Labour Party an oppor- 
tunity to inspect their books in order to 
prove that the suggestion of a subsidy ‘s a 
complete slander.” When was this offer 
made? The pronouncement of the Labour 
movement that “it has been subjected to 
one long stream of invective and villifica- 
tion by the communist press subsidized by 
Russian money ”’ has as far as I know never 
been withdrawn—nor was it challenged at 
the time. 

Page Arnot says that it is not true that 
in celation to the Communist Party “we 
hear a great deal of the need of class col- 
Jaboration.” How then can he account for 
communist support of the Popular Front 
and Peace Alliance, both of which are to 
include members of the capitalist Liberal 
Party? How can Page Arnot account for 
the fact that in the Mid-Bucks bye-election 
the communist press opposed the Labour 
candidate and gave its support to the 
Liberal? 

Page Arnot and his fellow communists, 
of course. deny that communism in Russia 
and nazism in Germany mean practically 
the same thing. None of them, however 
controverts the points I made on the simi- 
larity of the two systems. It was not a 
te but a Russian communist leader who 
said: 

Certainly two or three or four parties may 
exist under the condition of working class dic- 


tatorship but only provided that one party is 
in powcr and all the rest in prison. 


Are your communist correspondents sug- 
gesting that this is a form of democracy 
that would appeal to pacifists more than 
the nazi system? 

The respect with which Page Arnot 
treats your readers can, however, best be 
judged by the method in which he treats 
the case of Georgia. We get a good deal 
from the communist side about the “rape” 
of Austria, but it is a “eock and bull 
story of the millionaire Detérdings that an 
independent Georgia (dependent on the oil 
kings) was ‘annexed’ by the USSR.” This 
1s a typical example of communist perver- 
sion of historical_events. 

Space forbids the recital of the facts, but 
the following resolution endorsed by the 

‘National Executive Committee of the 


PEACE MOVEMENT 


Labour Party in 1922 will give your readers 
an idea of how similar are the cases of 
Austria and Georgia. The resolution 
declared: 

1, That the territory cf Georgia has been 
occupied by the troops of Moscow whose gov- 
ernment is supporting in Georgia a power 
foreign to a hostile population and is alone re- 
sponsible, in the eyes of the world proletariat 
for the destruction of the Georgian republic 
and for the reign of terror which has been set 
up in that country. 

2. That the responsibility thus resting on 
the Moscow Government is becoming more 
serious in view of recent events in Georgia in 
particular the strikes of protest among the 
workers which have been stifled by violence 
following the example of reactionary govern- 
ments. 

Some of your correspondents have read 
into my references to Mr. Chamberlain that 
I support him. My case against the Cham- 
berlain Government is infinitely wider and 
goes much deeper than anything the com- 
munists have so far put forward. But when 
we are given the communist alternative 
foreign policy, I have little hesitation in 
saying that peace opinion rejects this alter- 
native with as much emphasis as it rejects 
that of the National Government. 

I see the following words of Dimitrov 
are quoted as expressing communist policy 
and they are worth noting: 

The fascist aggressors must be isolated in- 
ternationally. They must be deprived of fire 
and water.... An effective policy of collec- 
tive security must be operated by employing 
the instrument of sanctions, economic, political 
and otherwise against the aggressors. 

We can see in such a policy no true path 
to peace and international reconciliation 
any more than we can see peace in the re- 
armament policy of the National Govern- 
ment. 

There are aspects in Russian foreign 
policy which are hard to justify. Did the 
attacks upon German democracy help 
peace? Has the encirclement of Germany, 
by means of the French and Czechosi!ova- 
kian alliances, lead to European good will? 
The condition of Europe today gives us 
part of the answer. 

In conclusion may I give my support to 
the letter of W. F. Flawn? He is right 
when he says that pacifist research work 
needs considerable strengthening. Many 
of us remember the magnificent work E. 
D. Morel performed in the cause of pacifist 
conviction by his research work, under 
conditions which were just as difficult as 
they are today. 

Today we have nothing to equal the solid 
basis of facts which he provided twenty 
and more years ago. If pacifism is to lead 
the peace movement as it ought to, we fave 
to accept W. F. Flawn’s suggestion and 
prepare ourselves fully for the intellectual 
fight with a national peace policy. In this 
respect I agree with H. A. Oakeshott that 
the foundation of a peace policy must rest 
on the elimination of capitalism and 
imperialism. 

BEN GREENE 

The Hall Cottage, Berkhamsted. 


May I, as an active worker in the Labour 
movement for the past twenty years, ex- 
press my general sympathy with Mr. Ben 
Greene’s position, which the criticisms of 
Mr. Page Arnot and others only sub- 
stantiate? ; 

Any fair-minded person will distinguish 
between the admirable economic and social 
achievements of the communists in Russia, 
and the political policy, internal and in- 
ternational, of their government, which 
has progressively deteriorated since the 
death of Lenin. This is indeed the history 
of all violent revolutions, which inevitably 
are followed by reaction. 

In this case, the main explanation is 
that, in the absence of a moral reformation, 
repression of the lust of wealth has only 
intensified the lust of power. The same 
disregard of moral considerations explains 
the equivocations of the Communist Party 
in this country; once the advocates of 
world revolution, they have become as 
gradualist as Transport House and as 
patriotic as the Navy League, simply be- 
cause a change in the economic and poli- 
tical situation makes a change of tactics 
appear momentarily expedient. 

One special point may be made, to re- 
inforce the argument that power politics 
determines the foreign policy of the Stalin 
dictatorship. The Franco-Soviet Pact was 
not, as seems to be assumed, an outcome of 
the Popular Front; it was initiated by the 
late M. Barthou and achieved by M. Laval, 
of Abyssinian notoriety. The bourgeois 


French republic is as ready to make a 
military alliance with a communist dicta- 
torship as with the Tsarist despotism; 
Soviet realpolitik is equally disregardful 


of “ideological” affinities. Russia pos- 
sesses a superabundance of unexploited 
natural resources, and has therefore no 


present temptation to aggressive expansion. & 


Communists seem unable to appreciate 
the “economic factor” when it influences 
their own attitude. Fortunately some in 
their action are better than their creed. 

W H. MARWICK, 
former Labour candidate, Dumfriesshire. 

5 Northfield Crescent, Edinburgh, 8. 


It is interesting to note that while the Com- 
munist Party denounces the exploitation of the 
workers by the capitalist class it has no scruples 
about urging the workers to once again sacrifice 
their lives in another futile slaughter which, like 
the last, can only ensure death, poverty, and 
miscry for the workers, and increase wealth and 
luxury for capitalist war profiteers. Sounds all 
Irish to me! 

Every enlightened and experienced person 
knows that the quickest way to abolish war is 
not by the communist method of inciting unarmed 
workers to charge machine-guns, manned by their 
own class, in defence of capitalism, but by the 
pacifist method of convincing the workers of the 
criminal stupidity of rushing to supply capitalism 
with the necessary targets for its wars. 

W. RATHBONE. 

29 Brooklands Drive, Greenford, Middlesex. 


Has not our present discussion of com- 
munism wandered somewhat from the true 
pacifist spirit? When we find ourselves 
doing a bit of heresy-hunting (and which 
of us is altogether clear of it?) should we 
not ask ourselves whether our attitude does 
not arise largely from fear, which it is one 
of the pacifist’s chief duties to overcome? 

Bertrand Russell is surely on strong 


ground when he writes: 

No institution inspired by fear can further 
life. Hope, not fear, is the creative principle 
in human affairs. All that has made man 
great has sprung from the attempt to secure 
what is good, not from the struggle to avert 
what was thought evil. 

MAURICE L. ROWNTREE. 
Euston, 


PEACE PLEBISCITE 


SUGGESTION 

¥ WOULD like to make a syggestion which 

is inspired by the reading of Bertrand 
Russell’s Which Way to Peace? In his 
chapter on “ Peace and Current Politics,” 
Russell says, “ To influence the politicians, a 
great movement will be needed, proving, as 
the peace ballot proved, the overwhelming 
strength of public opinion against war...” 

Why then, should we not have another 
plebiscite of the entire nation, carried out 
by our local peace groups (FoR, PPU, &c.), 
in conjunction with such sections of the 
Church as are willing to cooperate, on the 
simple and unambiguous issue of peace or 
war? On the ballot paper we could have 
the alternative stated as sharply as possible, 
in some such terms as these :— 

I am convinced that another modern war, 
however regrettable, may yet be necessary, and 
I am prepared to support it in the interests of 
self defence, collective security, or the safe- 
guarding of democracy. 

I am convinced that another modern war will 
bring greater disaster upon my own country than 
any victory would compensate for, and I there- 
fore refuse to participate in the same. 

Such a plebiscite would give us a definite 
objective, clarify the issues, and lend to all 
pacifist bodies such a crusading zeal that 
will put them permanently on the map as 
an influence to be reckoned with politically. 
At the same time, meetings and rallies could 
be convened in every town and village, ex- 
plaining the ballot. Interest would thus be 
immediately focused upon vital issues, and 
public opinion mobilized one way or the 
other. 

We would then be able to gauge just how 
much pacifist feeling is lying latent in this 
country. It seems more than probable that 
the numbers thus recruited to pacifism 
would be so appreciable that influence could 
at once be brought to bear upon the Govern- 
ment. In this way the immediate danger of 
war would be considerably minimized till 
such time as the necessary economic and 
political changes were wrought for the 
building up of a more lasting peace. 

Every day the international tension is in- 
creasing. There is no time to be lost. 
Already there are sufficient numbers of us 
scattered throughout Britain to carry out 
this plebiscite. We have got all the neces- 
sary organization, headquarters, regional 
centres, secretaries, &c. It could be done 
within the next three or four months, 
and the expense would be cheerfully 
borne by our local peace group, assisted, I 
am sure, by many of our friends in the 
churches. 


’ ALEX. MAY, 
Secretary of the Scottish Congregational 
Ministers’ Peace Society. 
Congregational Manse, Barrhead. 


Letters to the Editor should be as short 
as possible and written on one side of the 
paper only. Owing to pressure on space 
we reserve the right to publish extracts 
from letters. 

Correspondents must send their names 
and addresses, though not necessarily for 
publication. 
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Labour & Peace 


I WELCOME your outspoken article 
dealing with the attitude of the Labour 
leaders and the Daily Herald toward peace 
at this time of grave concern to our country 
and the world. By its decision it has come 
down on the side of war and has made 
ideology the ground for its action. By this 
act it has forfeited its right to express the 
spirit of Hardie, Carpenter, and othersas 
you state. They have hindered the foras 
of peace and sought to be swayed by in- 
fluences whose whole philosophy is based 
upon war. 

While I am not a 100 percent pacifist I 
am compelled by my own deeper self to 
turn what influence I possess to support the 
forces making for peace from whatever 
quarter they come. Wales is known as a 
country of peace whose efforts are second 
to none in seeking to express this spirit, 
as is shown at the gathering of the Bards 
during its national festival. Henry 
Richard, MP for Merthyr, at one time was 
known as the apostle of peace. Hardie 
represented the same town and stood for 
the same ideal. 

Look at Wales today. We have eighteen 
Labour MPs, out of 36 constituencies, yet 
not a single one of them has said a word 
in favour of embarking on a campaign on 
behalf of peace in Wales with its known 
record. We possess no Lansbury, but ratner 
a number who subscribe enthusiastically 
for war based upon ideology. 

I had been looking to the MP for Caer- 
philly, who was a CO during the last war, 
and to the member for Wrexham, whose 
heart is for peace, to take a lead, but both 
so far as I have seen have been silent. 

Wales is ripe for a lead. My experience 
as chief political agent for the Labour 
Party for ten years has enabled me to know 
the people and their aspirations. Reports 
which come to me reveal the fact that 
everywhere Labour enthusiasm is gone. It 
has lost its appeal because it has betrayed 
Hardie’s spirit. 

What a tragedy when many had put all 
their trust, hopes, and indeed, their re- 
sources into the building up of the party. 
It is now breaking up and needs a few 
courageous people to stand out and strike 
the note of hope which comes from such a 
movement as yours and others working 


toward the same end. 
T. C. MORRIS. 
Cardiff. 


The Need In Britain 
Today 


QMAJHAT we need above all in Great 
YY Britain today is a Kingdom of God 
movement, i.e., a movement based on the 
lines advocated by Kagawa in Japan and 
Dr. Stanley Jones in his books. 

The Oxford Group is a beginning toward 
such a movement, but only a beginning. Its 
policy of individual conversions must be 
harnessed to a definite social policy or it 
will evaporate. 


The Peace Pledge Union is not enough; 
it only attacks one sin in our society—war. 
The greatest sin of all is economic in- 
equality, and if we attack this on a world 
front, then we shall remove the prime cause 
of war. The Kingdom of God movement 
believes in (a) a cooperative order of 
society ; (b) absolute pacifism. 


What we need in Great Britain is a 
prophetic insight into our affairs. We are 
sadly lacking in leadership and vision. 


JAMES THOMAS WILLIAMS. 
Hilltop Nursery School, 16 Weech Road, N.W.6. 


P.P.U. AND THE WORKERS 


I have much sympathy with the opinion of 
Mrs. Saklatvala (expressed in Peace News, 
August 6), that while life is so grim for some 
people, war seems to them “just a bit worse”; 
but I profoundly disagree with her suggestion 
that the Peace Pledge Union should not make 
the moral issue the basis of its appeal to the 
worker. 


The importance of emphasis on the moral 
issue involved in resorting to a strike by workers 
for higher wages or better conditions is, to me, 
very clear. The method of strike may be turned 
into a pacifist struggle if it is based upon a 
morally sound principle. 


A strike for those reasons by workers en- 
gaged, for instance, in the manufacture of muni- 
tions of war cannot be turned into a pacifist 
struggle because the position of the workers 
in their particular employment is immoral from 
the standpoint of the pacifist. 

But if workers in a peaceful industry were to 
strike when asked to manufacture munitions of 
war, such a strike should have the support of 
the pacifist and could be turned into a pacifist 
struggle. 

Has Mrs. Saklatvala thought of such possibilities, 
which are of vital consideration to a pacifist, 
when she advocates in her article, that the PPU 
should support the weapon of strike in order 
to obtain the support of the workers in the ideal 


thet < 
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ot peace; and that the appeal should be made, 
not from a moral, but a material standpoint? 

There is another point to remember. Pacifism 
is not a weapon which can be weilded on a 
particular issue and then put back in the sheath. 

This makes it imperative to bring in the fore- 
front the moral issue when appealing to 
workers in the cause of peace, whether inter- 
national or economic Unless they have realized 
the immorality of violence and have based their 
lives on pacifist principles they will not have 
moral courage enough to endure the many 
physical hardships and sufferings which a paci- 
fist struggle entails 

When purely material considerations become 
the driving force of a movement. then material 
considerations also become its ruin. Morality 
is an entity which has no rival of its own kind. 

In the interest of the workers themselves the 
PPU must strive to awaken in them the realiz- 
ation of the moral basis of struggle against 
violence in any form. , 

ALICE UNDERHILL. 
30 Holyhead Road, Coventry 


BOMBING SCHOOLS 


T had long wondered how “a pacifist of a good 
many years standing.” such as the Rev. J. P. 
Davies. reconciled the burning of the Llyn bomb- 
ing school with pacifist principles. 1, as a paci- 
fist and a nationalist, had failed to do so. 

Mr Davies compares the act with that of Jesus 
in the temple. But. sureiv, Jesus in the temp’e 
was a man warpcd by anger: a Jesus human 
enough. but one who had momentarily ceased to 
be God’s son. “Love your enemies and pray 
for them that do you harm, that thus ye may 
become sons of your fathes "—this appeal. not 
the angry outburst in the temple, reveals to me 
the true son of God. 

In his latest book Heaven and Earth, Mr. 
Middieton Murry speaks of “the devilish delu- 
sion that we can destroy destruction” and of “the 
elect who. presuming to destroy in the name of 
God. create anew the evil they claim to destroy. 

. . There is but one way. the way of Love.” 

We in Wales have already tasted the fruits of 
this (gallant enough) attempt at “ destroying 
destruction,’—enmities where before there was 
friendship, bitterness -etween old friends, malice 


and mistrust, violent feelings born of a violent | 


action 

“You'll live to rue this day.” said an old Sinn 
Feiner to me when hea heard of the burning. He 
was right enough: it is a “devilish delusion” to 
believe that anti-social things can be destroyed 
by anti-social acts. 

There is but one way: its results may not be so 
immediately spectacular as those of violence but 
they are more enduring. 

IORWERTH C. PEATE 

Rhiwbina, Glamorganshire 


a*sThis correspondence is now closed.—Ed. 


” 


“ARM THE APOSTLES” 


The review of this volume by Rom 
Landau, appearing in your issue of Septem- 
ber 3, has not done justice to a contribution 
to peace literature. 

My good friend the Rev. Lewis Mac- 
lachlan has exercised his nimble wit too 


freely to be (as he would desire to be) quite 


fair. 

If there is one thing the author does not 
do it is “ te pull down any blinds.” He pays 
unequivocal tribute to the greatness of soul 
of the Christian pacifist. which my friend 
ha; quoted, in part. 
without any sign of patronage. I question 
it there is a finer plea recorded for the war 
resister than that ‘appearing on pages 
150-153. 

But in no circumstances can the message 
of this book be contorted to fit the carica- 
tures which Mr. Maclachlan has contrived 
by, his similes of “ murdering your rival” 
or being “in a group of ruffians ... assault- 
ing a child.” 

To put the wrong words into the mouth of 
this author, who. from first to last, main- 


tains the supremacy of the Christian ethic, 
anc. pleads for its constant witness, is most | 


roisleading. Let him speak for himself :— 
. "Greater love hath no man than this, 
that a man jay down his life for his friends” 
... None of us has a right to écoff at the man 
who would rather be killed and see his 
family destroyed than kill others. None of us 
has a right to criticize the man who is willing 
to sacrifice his deepest convictions to fight for 
o.hers In both cases the motive is equally 
pure and high [It is the duty of every 
thinking human being to . create con- 
aitions in which there should be need neither 
for a pacifist crucified for the sake of others, 
nor for a pacifist crucified for his faith. 


Let us unite to bring in that day. 
EDGAR A. SHAW. 


2) Alexandra Road. Heaton, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 6. 


PRODUCTION FOR PROFIT 


Permit me to endorse the statements 
rade by Miss K. M. Ormistead and D. M. 
Pool (Pecce News, September 10). 

{t has aly ays becn impossible to issue through 
the p-oducing system suflicient purchasing power 
to snable us to parcnase the goods we Produce, 
bat toe increasing mechanization of the indus- 
tril processes tends still further to widen the 
fap between the price value of the goods pro- 
duced and the purchasing power issued in the 
cu cee of their production. 

Ths intensities— 

1 The «iruggle for foreign markets; 
2 Tho need tcr economie expansion; 
both ot which are root causes of war. 

{t is only by the issue of purchasing power, 
whiecn has not entered into prices. that we can 
hop. tu solve this aitticulty. 


JOHN BURNE, 
& Moor Park Villas, Leeds, 6 
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WEEK 


M4 (Sat.) SWANSEA; Central Hall, Parliamen- 
tary Pacitist Convention; 2.30 p.m. and 6 p.m.; 
James H. Hudson (Chairman), George 
Lansbury. W. J. Jenkins, Ithel Davies. Rev. 
D. E. Williams, Rev. H. J. Flowers, Rosalind 
Bevan, Geo. M.LI. Davies. 

TOTNES; 4 p.m. Dartington Halil; Devon 
Rally: Dr. Alfred Salter, John Barclay, and 
Harold Bing; PPU. 

CROYDON; 7.30 p.m. Katherine Street; 
open-air meeting; Mrs. A. W. Arnold and 
Preston H. Benson and M. W. Briar: PPU. 

25 (Sun.) NXMOUTH,; 3 p.m. YMCA; Harold 
Bing, PPU 
TORQUAY: 3 p.m. 
John Barclay; PPU. 
PLYMOUTH; 3 p.m Swathmore Hall; Dr. 
Alfred Salter: PPU, 

HERNE HILL; 3 p.m... Brockwell Park; open- 
air meeting: Nigcl Spottiswoode; PPU. 
WOOD GREEN; The Adult School, Com- 
merce Road: lecture school; “Is Czecho- 
slovakia werth fighting for? ”"; 3 p.m. Mr. 
W. Fox (No): 7 pm. Dr. F. Borkenau 
(Yes); Workers’ Educational Association. 
BIRMINGHAM; 745 p.m. Bull Ring: open- 
air meeting: John Ballinger. Anne Green- 
wood, Ernest Fletcher and Sidney Conbeer; 
“Christians and the international situation”; 
No More War Movement. 
TAUNTON: 8 pm Town Hall: Laurence 
Housman. Harold Bing. and Miss Marion 
Fox: * Pacifism and the Present Crisis “; PPU. 
NEWTON ABBOT; 8 pm Alexandra 
Theatre; “© Public Prosecution of War 
Machine ’: Dr. Alfred Salter, W. B. Curry, 
and John Barclay: PPU. 
WALTHAMSTOW, 8.15 p.m., Friends’ Hall, 
Greenleat Road; Rev. A. G. Prichard on 
“Pacifism and Common Sense’: also 
Stephen Bing-'Hall’s play B J One: PPU. 
CUELTENHAM,; 8.15 p.m. Wesley Church. 
St. George's Street: Canon Charles E. Raven: 
‘Constructive Peace-making “; chairman, G. 
G. Pinder; PPU. 
MANCHESTER: 8.15 pm. Heaton Park 
Cinema, Bury O!ld Road: Mary Gamble and 
Canon Stuart Morris; chairman: Rev. Staniey 
Mossop: PPU. 

26 (Mon.) HERNE HILL; 8 p.m. Baptist Church 

(corner of Wintsrbrook Road); Joseph Con- 

wavy * World Peace from an Oriental stand- 

point”; PPU. 

(Tues.) LONDON, W.C.1; 6.30 p.m. 26 Great 

Ormonde Street: John Barclay; Guildhouss 

Fellowship Pacifist Group. 

BERMONDSEY; 8 p.m. Libraries Hall, Spa 

Road, Caron Stuart Morris and Mrs. Winifred 

Arnold; PPU. 

DARTFORD; 8 p.m. Presbyterian Church, 

Wathing Street: Lord Arnold, Rev. A. Her- 

bert Gray and Clr Mrs. Welch (chairman); 

PPU and FoR 

BAYSWATER; 8 p.m. 

tre 52a. Queensway: 


Friends’ Meeting House; 


w 
ot 


Dick Sheppard Cen- 
Edmund Cocksedge: 
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98 (Wed.) BOURNEMOUTH; 7.30 pm. McGill 
Mission Hall. Windham Road, W. Andrew; 
PPU. 

LINCOLN; 7.30 p.m. Speaker's Van, Corn- 
hill. M:ss Mary Gamble; PPU. 

WREXHAM; 7.30 p.m. Sion Chapel; Miss 
Vera Brittain and Richard Bishop (chair- 
man); Heddychwyr Cymru. 

| KINGSWAY: 8 pm. Wild Court; open-air 

| meeting: Methodist Peace Fellowship. 

99 (Thurs.) LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m. 13 Pater- 

| noster Row: Lawrence Travers on ‘Pacifism 
and the Catholic Church “; City PPU group. 
LONDON W.1; 1.10 p.m. King’s Weigh House 
Church. Thomas Street: Lerd Arnold 
LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 p.m. 13 Paternoster 
Row; Ronald Kidd on * Conscience and the 
State—Pacifists and the Law"; City PPU 
group. 

WIGAN: 739 pm. Queen's Hall; Vera 
Brittain, Dr. Alfred Salter. M.P.; Andrew 
Stewart; tickets, 6d.. from R. Ul. Dickinson. 
Wigan Christian Pacifist Group, 30 Kenyon 
Read. Wigan 

NORSFORTIY; 8 p.m. Broadway Tall: Canon 
Stuart Morris and Dr, Kathleen Rutherford 
* Constructive Pacifism"; PPU. 

FINCHLEY; 8 p.m. Granville Hall (small 
hall): R. H. Corrick; “ Van Zeeland Report”; 
London Union FoR. 

SULTON; 8 p.m. 51 Sherwood Park Road; 
discussion; a Territorial will give his reasons 
for joining up: PPU. 

39 (Fri.) LEICESTER; 8 p.m_ Friends’ Meeting 
House, Prebend Street: Fred J. Tritton on 
“Would You be a Pacifist in Central Europe 
today?”: Christian Pacifist Fellowship. 
LINCOLN: 8 p.m. Friends Meeting House; 
John Barclay: PPU 


October 

1 (Sat.) SCARBOROUGH, 6.30 p.m. Friends’ 
Meeting House. York Place; annual regional 
meeting: John Barclay and others; PPU. 
KENDAL; 8 p.m. Town Hall; Vera Brittain 
and Canon Stuart D. Morris; chairman: 
Harold C. Wilson. “ Constructive Peacemak- 
ing’; PPU. 

(Sun.) BOURNEMOUTH 9.30 a.m. Pokes- 
down Men's Adult School. Fellowship Hall, 
Kimberley Road. West Southbourne: Rendall 
Davics on “ Pacifism and the Alternatives”; 
PPU. 

GAINSBOROUGH, 6 p.m. Unitarian Church 
Trinity Street; Miss Mary Gamble. 
TIVERTON; 7.30 p.m.; Memorial Hall; Laur- 
ence Housman. PPU. 

NOTTINGHAM; 7.30 p.m.; Cooperative Hall; 
Anti-War Film; Noitingham Peace Com- 
mittee. 

YORK; 745 pm. Friends House, Clifford 
Sirect: John Barclay, annual genera] meet- 
ing of York PPU group. 

CHEADLE; 8 p.m. Electra Cinema; Vera 
Brittain and Laurence Housman; PPU. 
Admission free; reserved seats (6d. and 1s.) 
from W. J. Lyon, 6 Church Road, Gatley. 
LONDON N.W.I; 8 yen. Friends House, 
Euston Road; Vera Brittain, Eric Gill, Rev. 
Ralph H. Le Messurier, William Corbett, 
Maurice Rowntree (Chairman), “ Which Way 
to Peace?” Society of Friends, PPU and FoR. 
STRATFORD; 8 p.m. Town Hall (see Classi- 
fied Advertisements); International Friend- 
abig Leneue. 
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LATEST TIME FOR COPY 


ACCOMMODATION 
To let 


FLAT, 2 large rooms and kitchen. use of hath, 
lis. Gd. weekly; Leytonstone; adjoins Eppin 
Forest.—Box 109. PEACE NEWS. 17 Feather- 
stone Buildings, W.C.1. 

HAMPSTEAD GARDEN SUBURB.” Three 
rooms, singly oc together, furnished, partly, or 
unfurnished. Modern house. Board-residence 
or otherwise. Food reform. Purpose—to share 
expenses. not profit. 90, Brim Hill, N.2. Tudor 
5953. 


ONE OR 2 ROOMS, furnished or unfurnished. 
Use ‘phone and bath. C.H.W Very quiet house. 
Write appointment. Cook, 37 Belsize Square, 
N.W.3. 


NORTH LONDON. One or 2 rooms, turnished 
or unfurnished. with or without attendance. Close 
to Piccadilly Tube. Moderate terms. 
PEACE NEWS, 17 Featherstone 
W.C.L. 


Buildings 


DRAMATIC 
THE EVIL THAT MEN DO. new l-act play 


by M. Pendered; 2 men, 2 women; 1 scene; price 


Gd “Great Dramatic Intensity” (PEACE 
NEWS). LNU, Arcade Chambers. Northampton. 


EDUCATIONAL 


ESPERANTO. Beginners’ 5-lesson postal 
course, Is. Exercises corrected by experts.— 
British Esperanto Association (Inc.), Dept. P.N.. 
142 High Holborn, London, W.C.1. 


CHRISTOPHER LETCH- 


st. SCHOOL, 
WORTH (recognized by the Board of Educa- 
tion) A thorough education for boys and eirls 


to 19 vears. at moderate tees in an open-air 
atmosphere of ordered treedom and progress 
tleadmaster: H Lyn Harris. MA., E1.B.(Camb.) 


GERMAN PACIFIS1], expert linguist, living un 
South Denmark near beautiful Flensburg Fjord, 
is willing to take students as boarders to learn 
German, Danish. Swedish, French or italian 
Very reasonable terms Facilities for regular 
German and Danish conversational practice in 
distric. For turther particulars apply War 
Resisters’ International. 11 Abbey Road. Enfield. 
Middiesex, or direct to Dr. Arnold [Kalisch. 
“Fredshiam,” Roenshoved pr Rinkenaes. 
Denmark 


CFPALTH AND MEDICAL 


MISS J D WALLINGTON, health practitioner, 
osteopath bonesetter, treats all conditions ot itt- 


health py natural methods; particularly success- ' 


ful with nerve and digestive cases. Consultations 
by appointment 1 Ashley Place, S.W.1 (Victoria 
0131), and 2 Norton Way North. Letchworth. 
(Letchworth 885.) 


tLLUMINATED ADDRESSES 


ILLUMINATED ADDRESSES (framed or un- 
framed), albums scrolls, testimonials, rolls of 
honour. &c., from 1 guinea to 100 guineas; advice 
readily given by our own artists. Battley Brothers, 
Ltd. Commerciat Artists and Photographers 
Printers and Publishers, The Queensgate Press 
Clapham Park, S.W.4, Telephone: Macaulay 3401. 


COMING SHORTLY 

October 

3 (Mon.) NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE; 7.50) p.m. 
Cooperative Café Extension; Newgate Straeét; 
discussion on “Propaganda Methods tor 
Pacifists,” led by Harold E. Berry, PPU. 

4 (Tues.) LANCASTER: 7.20 p.m. Ashton 
pee 0 Miss Vera Brittain, Laurence 
Housman, amsi Rev Henry Carter: PPU. 
RICHMOND; 8 p.m. St John’s Hall. Lower 
Church Road: Alex Wood. Sybil Morrison. 
and Rev. E. B. Roebuck (chairman); PPU. 


5 (Wed.) HARBORNE; 7.50 p.m. Bapt.st 
Church Hall; Canon Stuart Morris and 
Wilfred Wellock; chairman: Capt. H. Hil- 
ditch, PPU. 


6 (thurs.) MULL; 8 p.m. Queens Hal!; Vera 
Brittain and Laurence Housman; PPU. 

7 (Fri...) NORWICIE; 8 pm. Princes 
Lecture Hall; Canon C. E. Raven and Rev. 
Colin Roberts (chairman); FoR 

8 (Sat.) STOKE-ON-TRENT; Victoria Hall, 
Hanley; Parliamentary Pacifist Convention ; 
3 p.m. convention; 7 p.m. demonstration ; 
Mr. George Lansbury, Dr. Alfred Salter, 
James H. Hudson, Mrs. Eleanor Barton, A. 
Joseph Brayshaw, Cr. Mrs. Barker, Rev. N. 
Darrall, ana Harold I. Clipstone. 

12 (Wed.) HARROW; 8 p.m. Victoria Hall, Sta- 
tion Road. Canon Stuart Morris; chairman: 
Evan Williams; PPU. 

13 (Thurs.) WEST NORWOOD; 8 p.m. St. Luke’s 
Church Hall; Preston Benson. Mrs, Pethick 
Lawrence, Rev. Kennetn Budd; chairman: 
The Mayor of Lambeth; PPU. 

15 (Sat. NOTTINGHAM; 7.30 pm.: Adult 
see Friar Lane; Capt. Butcher; Regicnal 
PPU. 


BASQUE CHILDREN’S APPEAL 


There has been a very generous and 
heartening response to the appeal on be- 
half of the Basque children at Langham. 

The Northampton group of the Peace 
Pledge Union made a fine success of a 
weekend conference and sale of work, and 
raised £7 15s. 6d. for the fund. If other 
groups would follow this excellent ex- 
ample, many of our problems would be 
solved. 

Sincere thanks are due to all who have 
already contributed, and it is our fervent 
hope that other contributions are on their 
way to us. 

a z= = 
“Under the Oak Tree” will appear next 
week as usual. 
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Classified _ Adverltnenients 


lid. per word, minimum 2s. 


Box Number 6d. extra 


TUESDAY MORNING 
LECTURES 


ee ee 

THE FUTILITY AND SUICIDAL POLICY OF 
WAR; the above address given by Captain 
Butcher, Royal Societies Club. St. James's St., 


| anytime, anywhere (10 miles radius) without fee 
| OF expenses. 


i ——————— a 


MEETINGS, &c. 


FELLOWSHtP OF RECONCILIATION 
(Londen Union). A Fellowship Hour, for coms 
munion with God and each other, is held the 
third Monday in each month, from 6 to 7 p.m, 
at 17 Red Lion Square, W.C.1. 


pea eee) 
BROTHERHOOD CHURCH—always for peace. 


Sunday evenings at 7. Library Halil, Essex 
Road, Islington Vital talks. Minister, F. R. 
Swan. 


INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIP LEAGUE 
(Eastern Area). Public meeting in Stratford 
Town Hall on October 2 at 8 p.m. Admission free. 
Collection. Programme to include address by 
Noel Ede: peace play; film show; community sing- 
ing; selection by Dykes and his Romany Players. 
A. Stephen Noei (chairman). 


PARTNERSHIPS 


Wanted 
PARTNERSHIP on mixed farm desired by 
cnergetic married man, aged twenty-nine years. 


Box 113, Peace News, 17 Featherstone Buildings, 
W..Cib 


PERSONAL 

| ADVERTISER (PPU), having acquired v3 
| acres in Sussex. desires collaboration in its 
development toward some form of community. 
Anyone who might be interested. from any puint 
of view. is invited to communicate. Phone 
| SPEedwell 6678. or write Box 114, Peace News, 
17, Featherstone Buildings. W.C.I. 


SITUATIONS 


| Wanted 

ADVERTISING MANAGER (31; Sound Testi- 
monials), 11 years publicity record embraces 
advertising in 25 journals; catalogues, printed 
matter; bullevins, articles. press notes; exhibi- 
tions: mailing. Hawkes, 20. Linley Road, 
London, N.17 . 

COMPETENT SECRETARY, English. French, 
Spanish, shorthand, typewriting. bookkeeping, 
seeks worthwhile post. London. Non-residential. 
44 Hervey Close, N.3 


EXPERIENCED PERSON desires post as 
Housekeeper or Companion Help. Good cook und 
; needlewoman. Pacifist—Box 112 PEACE NEWS, 
17 Featherstcne Bldgs., London. W.C.1. 


rYPEWRITING 
» TYPING FOR * PEACE” Jean's Typing and 
Duplicating Office are waiting for any jobs veu 
| may have—large or small. Speed. etticiency. and 
| low charges. Phone Bishopsgate 3309; 7, Broad 
Street Station, Liverpool Street, €.C.2 


WHERE TO STAY 


COPSWOLDS for Autumn nolidays sunny 
position in tne “Vallev of Peace” Near Beech 
Woods Attractive “food reform” fare Log 
fires Constant hot water Own car —Taruf 
from Proprietors, A C and E Rogers, “ For- 
tune’s Well.” Sheenscombe. near Stroud. Glos. 
| Phone: Painswick 2336 


MALVERN WELLS Dell Hydro Food Re- 
form Guesthouse. beautiful grounds. walks, 
views: pluce tor rest. atmosphere for thought 
Execeilent cuisine —Principal. Mrs D G Culleo 
Evans 
| DERBYSHIRE HILLS Vegetarian Food Ke- 
| form Guest House Alt 6U0{t. For happy noliday 
or restful recuperation tncreased accommoda- 
tion Central heating tnrougnoul: h. and c. water 
in all bedrooms. Central for conterences.—A. & 
K. 3. Ludlow. The Briars. Crich, near Mattock, 


Telephone Ambergate 44 Station. Ambergate 
(L.M.S.). 
' DOWNTON, WILTSHIRE. The Misses Philpott, 


Country Guest House, The Borough, Downton, 
Wiltshire. A rcomy house on the banks of the 
River Avon, standing in a pleasant garden. 
| Terms moderate. 


Please hand this to your 
Newsagent 


Lomeeesecteec: 
(Newsagant'’s name} 


Peree eee TES e eres) 


Please deliver "PEACE NEWS" 


to me weekly. 


Name ......sccccccccsecececccsesmerestss = 


Addross .ccccccceccccncccsrccetteees sens wmase 


as from issue dated ........ccccceeseo nae 


Note to Newsagent :— 
"PEACE NEWS" is published 


weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retail price of 2d. It is obtain- 
able by your wholesaler at the usual 
tates from the Publishers at 17. 
Featherstone Buildings, London, 
W.C.I.. 
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PEACE NEWS 


THE CRISIS THROUGH 
NORWEGIAN EYES 


“Plain Words 
from England 
Could Save Peace” 


From Our Own Correspondent, 
EIVIND ERICHSEN 


OSLO. 


-N Norway, as everywhere else, 
the Czech problem is front page 
news. The whole Norwegian 

people follows the situation from 
day to day with the greatest interest 
—everybody is discussing it. 

The Norwegian Labour Party’s chief 
paper, Arbeiderbladet, stated (after Hitler’s 
speech): 

Every one who is an honest and sincere sup- 
porter of peace and freedom must have the 
deepest respect and sympathy for the Czech 
people. In spite of the strain they have gone 
through, a strain which must get on the nerves, 
the Czechoslovakians have kept that calmness, 
discipline, and balance which they have shown. 
These are qualities showing high culture and 
strong democratic traditions. 

The majority of people in Norway prob- 
ably feel the same way. 


REASONS FOR SYMPATHY 


Most people sympathize with the Czechs, 
and I believe I am right when I state that 
the two most important reasons for this 
attitude are: 


1. The strong will for peace and coopera- 
tion which Benesh and his people have 
shown several times during the crisis, in 
contrast to Germany’s “do as I say” policy. 

2. The whole Czech problem arises from 
the fact that Hitler wants to get control of 
the south-eastern part of Europe. Hitler's 
struggle for the Sudeten Germans is just 
one step in his expansion policy which is a 
threat to all democratic people. 

I believe they are right in not seeing the 
Czech crisis isolated, but as a link in the 
great struggle for power in Europe. 

To get peace we must face the whole 
complex problem and try to settle all the 
economic and political difficulties in 
Europe, as well as everywhere else, in a 
friendly and broad-minded manner. 

Permanent peace can only be founded 
on justice and not on power. 

On the other hand I am afraid that many 
Norwegians overlook the fact that Hitler’s 
demands in this particular case (the Czech 
case) are, to a great extent, justifiable. 


BRITAIN’S RESPONSIBILITY 


The majority in Norway is afraid it will 
be too difficult to arrive at a long-term solu- 
tion of the difficulties in Europe, as the 
situation has developed through arma- 
ments, &c. However, a great many are 
convinced that it is within the power of 
Great Britain to remove the immediate 
danger of war. 

This viewpoint was, for example, clearly 
expressed in the commentary in the 
Arbeiderbladet on Hitler’s speech: 

Plain words from Engiand could, at 
this moment, save peace. . Germany wil] not 


risk a world war for the Sudeten Germans’ 

sake. 

Let me finally pick out some of the com- 
ments on Hitler’s speech from a Liberal 
and a Conservative paper. 

The Liberal paper, Dagbladet, in a long 
leading article, stated: 

There was an important difference between 
this Hitler speech and other speeches he has 
made in critical situations. Earlier he has 
almost always made a distinct peace speech 
and tried to calm down English opinion espec- 
jally. This time he threatened. He did | 
not seek to appeal to Englishmen, ‘put scorned | 
them. 
tine disturbances. 
intention is certain. 
The Conservative paper, 

stated: “ Hitler’s speech ... was a threat, 
almost an ultimatum, but it was not a de-| 
claration of war.” 

The paper said that Hitler obviously pre- 
ferred Anschluss of the Sudeten Germans, 
but he did not reject an arrangement based 
upon Herr Henlein’s eight points; so there 
was Still hope for peace. Hitler spoke of 
Germany as a nation ready to fight even the 
world if necessary, to get what she con- 
sidered to be her right. The Morgenbladet 
concluded: 

That she (Germany) has not yet started this 
fight, and that Hitler, in the middle of all his 
agitation against democracy, made certain not 
unfriendly statements about France, for ex- 
ample are the assets of yesterday's speech. 
And iftthat is due to Germany’s love for peace, 

_2nd not pressure from the western Powers, it is 

‘even’ better. Anyway, a postponement is 

better than a break. 


Yes, every postponement of guibrea® of 


That this was done with 


especially when speaking of the Pales- | 


Morgenbladet, | 


war in Bee. is one more chance for 
pacifists to succeed in their work. 

great end: “ Peace on earth, Good will to 
ward men.” 


National Council of 


Labour’s View 


The National Council of Labour, which 
met on Monday to review the position and 
the attitude of the Labour movement in 
light of recent developments issued the 
following statement at the conclusion of 
their sitting: 

The National Council of Labour, earnestly 
desirous of maintaining peace, views with dis- 
may the reported proposals of the British and 
French Governments for the dismemberment 
of Czechoslovakia under the brutal threat of 
armed force by Nazi Germany and without 
prior consultation with the Czechosiovakian 
Government. It declares that this is a shame- 
ful betrayal of a peaceful and democratic 
people and constitutes a dangerous precedent 
for the future. 

The National Council of Labour expresses 
its profound sympathy with the Czecho- 
slovakian people in the grievous anxieties 
through which they are now passing. It re- 
affirms its conviction that enduring peace can 
be secured only by the re-establishment of the 
rule of law and the ending of the use of lawless 
force in international] relations. 


The Duce’s Radical 
Remedy 


In his speech at Trieste on Sunday, Signor 
Mussolini declared: 

When the problems which history sets us 
reach,a degree of harassing complexity their 
solution must be the one which is simplest, most 
logical most radical, totalitarian. The solu- 
tion of the problem which is tormenting 
Europe at the moment has only one name, 
plebiscites, plebiscites for all the nationalities 
which want them. 

Signor Mussolini was careful to point out 
that this opinion was not dictated by the 
policy of the Rome-Berlin axis, but by a 
feeling which was European rather than 
Italian. 

He added: 

There is another thing to be said. Some- 
times events move with the speed of an-aval- 
anche, and then it is a case for immediate 
action to avoid disorder and complications. 
The British Prime Minister must have realized 
that when he dashed from London to Munich, 
a flying messenger of peace, for delay not only 
does not help the solution, but determines the 
fatal clash. 

We still hope even in this last hour for a 
peaceful issue. We hope that if that is not 
possible the conflict may be localized, but if 
that cannot be done and a front is formed 
either for or against Prague, Italy knows on 
which side she will be. 


“Plebiscites are no 


Solution” 


But Dr. Milan Hodza, Prime Minister of 
Czechoslovakia thought differently. In his 
broadcast speech to the nation on Monday 
he emphasized that the settlement of rela- 
tions between Czechoslovaks and Germans 
need not, and must not, be a source of new 
conflict, “ and should not be an impediment 
to future collaboration of peoples in that 
part of Europe where peace, progress, and 
prosperity depend upon peaceful and con- 
structive collaboration.” 

Then he said: 

This so-called plebiscite cannot, in any cir- 
cumstances, bring a solution corresponding to 
this great ambition. On this question there is 
complete identity of views, not only between 
those who bear the responsibility in this 
country, but also among. those impartial 
observers who understand the so complicated 
national and territorial conditions in Czecho- 
slovakia and Central Europe. 

Dr. Hodza concluded with an appeal to 
the population not to allow themselves to 
be influenced by inimical propaganda and 
| political agitation. “So long as the whole 
; people is united the greater the pressure 
from abroad, the stronger our unity,” he 
said. 


White aa ea 


for Cena 


In accordance with the promise made at 
Nuremberg by Field Marshal Goering that 
white bread should be available in Ger- 
many after October 1, orders have been 
given that the addition of seven s:erceat of 
corn meal to white flour, which has 
hitherto been compulsory, should cease. 

Four percent of potato meal will be 
mixed with the flour, but it is explained 
that this will not affect the taste or colour 
of the flour. 

Germany’s grain harvest this year will 
be about fifteen percent above that of 1937. 
The entire harvest of all grains is placed 
at. approximately 27,558,000 tons. A reserve 
of 5,000,000 tons-will-be carried forward 
, into next year. 


| 


Indian Steps to 
Cheek Anti-War 
Propaganda 


Vehement Attack on 
Army Bill 


ON August 24 the Army Recruitment Bill 

was passed by the Indian Central 
Assembly after a third reading. The Bill, 
which was introduced by the Defence Secre- 
tary, Mr. C. M. G. Ogilvie was intended to 
penalize every kind of propaganda against 
recruiting in the army. 


From the start it was subjected to in- 
tense opposition both in the Assembly and 
in the press, but especially active was the 
Opposition member, Mr. Satyamurthi, who 
greeted Mr. Ogilvie with a duel of words. 
Unnecessary, mischievous, draconian, cap- 
able of gross abuse, drastic, dangerous,— 
these were the adjectives used by Mr. 
Satyamurthi to bring out the vehemence of 
his protest against the measure. 


Mr. Ogilvie declared that the propaganda 
against enlistment was being carried on 
with the object of making it impossible for 
the Empire to obtain any help in a future 
war. People had been urged not to help 
the Empire in any war, whatever the cause 
of the war. 


SURPRISINGLY MILD ‘ 


The provisions of the Bill, he said, were 
surprisingly mild. “Two years’ imprison- 
ment had been provided for activity which 
in certain other countries would be pun- 
ished with swift and certain death.” 


Mr. Satyamurthi asked why India should 
be denied the right enjoyed by all 
dominions of refusing to join a war in 
which Great Britain might be involved, 
but to which India had not agreed? Why 
should speeches asking for this right for 
India be penalized? 


He referred to the speeches made inj 
London by Pandit Jawaharlal against 
India’s participation in an imperialist war, 
and said the British Government had not 
taken any action against him. Was it the 
Government of India’s intention to take 
action against such speeches, he asked. 


The Bombay Chronicle described the 
Bill as “a most dangerous measure and de- 
serves to be resisted at every stage.” India 
needed freedom more than any other 
country, in the interest of her own peace, as 
also of the peace of the world. 


“The Bill in question is only a stage in 
the process of dragging India into British 
imperialist wars whether she likes it or 
not.” 


The Bill was ultimately passed by 63 
votes to 53. 


The League 


and Sanctions 


Dr. Patijn. of Holland, made it clear to 
the League Assembly last week that since 
the great nations had reverted to the bal- 
ance of power and had abandoned collec- 
tive security, his country must return to 
pre-War policy of neutrality, in the belief 
that by the armed defence of her own fron- 
tiers she was serving the cause of European 
peace to the best of her ability. 


Dr. Wellington Koo, while urging aid for 
China, said that the failure of the League 
to apply consistently the provisions of 
article 16 in all cases of aggression had cer- 
tainly impaired the faith and confidence in 
the Covenant. 


Lord De La Warr had explained that the 
view of the United Kingdom was that no 
automatic obligation to apply either 
economic cr military sanctions now existed | 
in the case of a breach of the Covenant. 


Last Saturday Mr. R. A. Butler was 
afforded an opportunity to reply to the 
criticisms of British policy in Palestine 
which the Mandates Commission has em- 
bodied in its report. 


M. Komanitsky (Poland) urged the im- 
portance of a rapid solution not only from 
the point of view of Jewish immigration, 
but also of the international settlement of 
the general problem of Jewish immigration. 


On Tuesday China again came up for dis- 
cussion when the Chinese Government 
invoked article 17 of the Covenant in con- 
nexion with their struggle with Japan, and 
thereby got the Council to invite Japan to 
submit the “ dispute ” to the League—which 
she has declined to do. 

A British proposal that more rules should 
be drawn up to “ protect” civilians from 


bombs was agreed to. 


15 


POINTS fer the 
PLATFORM 


Our Imperial War 
Last Year 


HE statement, made in our report of the 
opening of the Workers’ * Empire” Ex- 
hibition, and illustrated at that exhibition, 
that “Britain last year broke her treaties 
with the Arabians and annexed 100,000 
square miles in South Arabia,” ha aroused 
interest among readers. The report added 
that “to do this [Britain] had to bomb ex- 
tensive areas to terrorize the population.” 
Some quarters deprecate th> suggestion 
that this actually happened, and refer to 
the change as one in method of administra- 
tion. Here, however, is what W. N. Ewer, 
Diplomatic Correspondent of the Daily 
Herald, wrote in that newspaper o~ April 
7, 1937: 

Down in the far south of Arabia an unobtru- 
sive air war is going on, in which 33,000 square 
miles of independent Arab territory is being 
virtually annexed to the British Empire. 

The very core and centre of the Anglo-Italian 
negotiations is indeed the bargain by which, in 
return for British recognition of the annexation 
of Abyssinia, Italy recognizes he British pro- 
tectorate over the Hadhramat. 

That protectorate is meanwhile being estab- 


lished by the bombing planes of the Royal Air 
Force. 


Government of Tomorrow 


HE Labour Party has a committee. of which 

I am a member, gaged in probing this 
very question of the rahge of military aircraft. 

As Ridley (Mr. George Ridley, MP) points 
cut, Labour is not pacifist, and Labour is the 
possible Government of tomorrow. 

—Mr. Fred Montague, MP, in Forward, 

September 10. 


Authoritarian Britain 


EHIND the peacetime Britain with her 

essentially liberal economic system stands 
an authoritarian “shadow Britain” which can 
become a living organism overnight. This shadow 
Britain, of which there was not the faintest 
trace in 1914, will give Britain an as yet un- 
paralleled fighting power in a future war. 

—Deutsche Allgemeine Zeitung, Berlin. 


Going Up! 


HERE are some interesting figures out- 

t lining the progress of the RAF'’s 
campaign to recruit 31,000 men during this 
financial year. 

During the first month 2,251 new recruits 
were entered (in one week 600 recruits were 
enlisted). Recruits during the fifth week 
(524), seventh week (520), and ninth week 
(495), showed a steady decrease, but during 
the tenth week the record was broken when 
641 new recruits brought the total up to 
5,269. The eleventh week was even better, 
when 711 men enlisted bringing the total 
to 5,980 since the campaign began. 


Human Beings 


R. HERBERT MORRISON. MP, at Carlisle 

last night, said ... he would beg pedple 
in the terrible events that might come to try to 
remember that the people of Germany, Italy and 
Japan were human beings like ourselves. 


—Daily Herald, September 9. 
Learning the Lesson 


ATE last night I mingled with the London 
crowds. They were restless and quiet. Very 
quiet. It was an uneasy quiet. Even in the 
livelier atmosphere of Piccadilly Circus, where 
men and women in evening dress were standing 
on the pavements in groups and discussing the 
sharper passages in the Nuremberg oration. one 
could discover no sign of the hectic excitement 
which traditionally belongs to a “ war crisis.” 

In Whitehall my recollection went back to 
the photographs I had seen in books and maga- 
zines of the wildly enthusiastic war crowds of 
1914—in those carly days of August when in 
their blissful ignorance so many caretree 
ycungsters imagined the war to come as an 
adventurous three months’ cakewalk. 

The contrast last night was striking. 

These young men—and 1 talked with some 
oc: them, listened to many, observed their 
cemeanour—were under ro illusions. 


— 


They would have laughed to scorn the Nazi ° 


dcctrine on war as a glorious destiny for vigour- 
ous manhood. 


—News Chronicle, September 13. 
Are We “ Killers ” ? 


ioe say war is inevitable because men like 

They say man is a potential “killer,” 
and that this instinct is held in check in ordin- 
ary times by the sense of morality, social ‘con- 
duct, expediency, law, &c. Is this so?) What 
Coes experienc2 answer? Simply that en- 
vironmental conditions, ungoverned by reason 
and common sense, have appeared to make men 
“killers,” when, under quite other conditions, 
they would not te so. 

Military men tell us that it takes much more 
than war and the removal of moral restraints 
to make a murderer out of an ordinary man. 

ian must be trained in the art of killing for 
protracted periods; but he must first be caught! 

Why was it necessary to introduce conscription 
into Europe if men were naturally “killers”? 

In the World War (1914-18), there was no 
maddening rush to the colours as all who 
remember cr have read of those days can testify. 
England had to adopt that hated conscript law 
and some of the Dominions followed suit, not 
all, we are glad to say. America had arranged 
for the introduction of conscription even before 
the draft law of May 8, 1917, came into force. 
And we predict that the next war will reveal a 
smaller number of killers than ever. 

—July issue of The Peace Record, 


Christchurch, New Zealand. 


PEACE 


Public Affairs Commentary 


determination being applied in 1938 where 
it should have been applied in 1919. 


THE 1.P.C.'s WARNING 

E‘ VERYONE is agreed, irrespective of the 
nazi violence that has propped up the 

Henlein campaign in the last few weeks, 

that the Sudetens have a just case. It has 

been admitted from The Times to the Daily 

Herald. 

One commends to those enraged by the 
course of events a paragraph in the Inter- 
national Peace Campaign’s most recent 
brochure: 

Collective security used as a means of main- 
taining the status quo cannot and will not 
achieve its object. There would come a point 
at which a nation suffering under genuine in- 
justice would, in sheer despair endeavour to 
break unjust restraint by force... . 

International law can only permanently hold 
the respect of nations provided it is just and 
is subject to constant revision to maintain its 
justice to the changing conditions of human 
welfare. 


The trouble has been the astonishing 
blindness of the IPC and its leaders, in their 
campaign against fascism, to the grievances 
whose continuance drove the Sudetens into 
the nazi camp. Let it not be forgotten that 
the Sudetens appealed in vain to the League 
of Nations years ago. It would be interest- 
ing to know who stifled justice then. 


BELGIAN NEUTRALITY 
A® a consequence of Hitler’s speech, 
Belgium has reaffirmed her indepen- 
dence and neutrality. But she is not too 
easy. Hitler specifically mentioned the 
permanent acceptance of the French and 
Polish frontiers. He said nothing about 
the permanence of the Belgian frontier. 
Belgium now includes the districts of 
Eupen, Malmedy, and St. Vith which were 
German before the War and are pre- 
dominantly German in character today. 
It is true that those districts were annexed 
by Belgium after a plebiscite had been 
held, but it is questionable whether those 
plebiscites were anything more than 
window-dressing or deliberately held 
under conditions which falsified the results. 
If the Belgians are sincere in their 
desire for neutrality, they may be pre- 
pared to learn the lesson of Czechoslovakia 
and reach an accommodation with Ger- 
many before the question reaches inter- 
national proportions. 


LANSBURY'S LEADERSHIP 

HAMBERLAIN’S visit to Herr Hitler is 

recognized as a new departure, an un- 
precedented step in international diplomacy 
in the interests of peace. 

Who showed the way? Would Chamber- 
lain have ventured if the way had not been 
first proclaimed by the pioneering heroism 
of George Lansbury ? 

History may yet record the fact that the 
“ Grand Old Man of Peace,” by his example, 
has shown the only way whereby Europe 
was saved from destructive disaster. 


LABOUR AND A WAR COALITION 
THE leaders of the Labour Party have let 
it be known that they are prepared to 
join a war Cabinet. Their conditions for 
doing so are reported to be 
1. The establishment of food control and the 
prevention of food hoarding; 
2. Conscription of men and money on a 
basis of equality of sacrifice; 
3. Rigid control of prices; 
4. No loans at high rate of interest; 
5. No attack upon trade union conditions. 

Such an announcement from the leaders 
of the party will have a profound effect 
upon the future of the party. The main 
strength of its local organization rests upon 
a membership which believed in the 
party’s peace policy. This section of the 
membership has been virtually voiceless 
and powerless in the councils of the party 
owing to the undemocratic and sectional 
form of the party constitution. 

The declaration in favour of a war 
coalition can only hasten the disintegra- 
tion of the local Labour Party organiza- 
tion which has been going on now for some 
years. 

Some of the leaders of the Labour move- 
ment are trying to justify their present. 
line on the thesis that if Germany had 
known in 1914 that Britain would ‘be 
against her if she invaded Belgium, peace 
would have been maintained. So now, if 
Germany is faced with a united Britain, 
she will stop her threatened acts of 
aggression. 

There is however, no foundation for the 
legend of 1914. That Britain would take 
common action with France and Russia 
was known even before Belgium was 


invaded. In its leading article on July 31, 
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1914, the Duily Telegraph said: 

If anything in so black a prospect can in the 
faintest degree relieve our despondency, it will 
be found in the united front which the Triple 
Entente is presenting to the world. It is be- 
coming abundantly clear in foreign capitals 
that France, Russia, and Great Britain mean 
resolutely to stand shoulder to shoulder, what- 
ever the ultimate cost may be. 


Four days later we drew the “sword of 
peace” in an issue between the “ forces of 
blood and iron and the public law of 
Europe.” 


THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS 
IT ORD DE LA WARR made a declaration 
™ at the Assembly of the League of 
Nations on behalf of the British Govern- 
ment last week, as to its policy toward the 
League. : 
If this policy represents the real inten- 
tions of our Government and is seriously 
implemented, there may be some hope 
from the League in future. “Collective 
security” has been one of the most 
destructive perversions of League develop- 
ment in recent years. As Lord de la Warr 
said, 

The League has tended to strengthen the 
sanctions article at the expense of the pro- 
visions devised for the pacific settlement of 
disputes. The Covenant has come to be re- 


garded as punitive and as an instrument for 
maintaining the status quo. 


The real essence of the League should 
lie in the recognition of the principle of 
peaceful change. “The flexible and com- 
prehensive machinery for the settlement 
of disputes has not received the attention 
it merits.” The separation of the Covenant 
from the Peace Treaties was another 
important point. 

However deep the responsibility of the 
League may be for the present serious 
international situation, it is clear that 
some form of international organization is 
essential for the future. Is the present 
Covenant of the League, even without its 
sanctions clause, the best form of inter- 
national organization? Is the cause of 
peace best served by a League of Govern- 
ments such as the present Covenant pro- 
vides for or would it not be better served 
by a League of Peoples? 

In 1919 the main criticism of peace 
opinion against the Covenant was that 
it “should be strengthened by being 
made more directly representative of 
peoples and Parliaments.” 

Lord de la Warr, however, emphasized 
the view of the Government that “ there 
is nothing essentially wrong with the 
Covenant.” Yet clearly the Covenant as 
it stands has shown itself incapable of 
dealing with the minority problems which 
continually threaten the peace of Europe. 


MINORITY PROBLEMS IN IRELAND 

Ovk concern over the minority prob- 
lems abroad should not cause us to 

overlook a very real and dangerous 

minority problem under British jurisdic- 

tion in Northern Ireland. 

This problem is brought into prominence 
again by the sentence of one month’s 
imprisonment imposed upon Mr. Eamon 
Donelly for contravening a wholly uncon- 
stitutional “exclusion order” made against 
him in 1924 which forbids his residence in 
his native town of Newry where his wife 
and family live. In fact, it virtually forbids 
him to live in Northern Ireland at ail. 
After serving his sentence he went home, 
but on August 30 he was told by detectives 
to leave Northern Ireland that night. 

Mr, Cahir Healy, Northern Ireland MP, 
at a meeting of protest which called upon 
the British Government to effect the 
release of all political prisoners, said that 
there was no real liberty left for the 
ordinary citizen in Northern Ireland. He 
added: 

A clerk in the Home Department may order 
the arrest of any person .... and the person 
so apprehended may be sent to prison for an 
indefinite period, although no charge be for- 
mulated and no fault disclosed; nor is the court 
permitted to know anything of the details of 
the offences. The prisoner cannot go to a 
higher court for redress. He is in fact an 
outlaw of whose existence the law has no 
Yonger cognisance. 

That is the position today in the Six Northern 
Counties for anyone who is known as an 
opponent of the Government, even a constitu- 
tional opponent. It has been the position of Mr. 
Eamon Donelly, ex-TD, ex-MP, who was never 
informed how he had offended when he was 
sent to Belfast Prison. 


This is strong language, but it describes 
conditions fully borne out by the report of 
the National Council of Civil Liberties. 
Ireland has been sufficiently tranquil to 
make unjustifiable such an abuse of power. 
The British connexion- must either remedy 
the evil or end the partition of Ireland. 


NEWS 


A Manifesto 
Against War 


APPEALING TO 


AFRICANS THE 


WORLD OVER 


“AJHILE we deplore a war and the ruin 

“¥ it will cause, Europe’s difficulty is 
Africa’s opportunity. The blacks every- 
where, under whatever flag, in war as in 
peace, know but one goal—independence— 
and we summon our brothers everywhere 
not to be caught by the lying promises the 
imperialists make.” 


This is part of a manifesto against war 
which has just been issued to Africans, 
people of Africart descent, and colonial 
peoples all over the world, by the Execu- 
tive Committee of the International African 
Service Bureau. 


Pointing out the various methods that 
might be adopted, in the event of a war to 
save Czechoslovakia, to persuade the 
blacks to fight for democracy against 
fascism, the manifesto states: 


LACK brothers, what do we know of 

democracy? This is just a bait to catch 
us. In 1914 they also talked to us about 
fighting for democracy and self-determina- 
tion. Millions of us died on Flanders 
Field, in Palestine, in East, West and 
South Africa. But what did we get? More 
slavery, more oppression, more exploita- 
tion. 


Brothers of Africa and of African de- 
scent, what democracy, what liberties, 
what rights have we got in this “ glorious” 
British Empire that calls upon us to shed 
our blood in its defence? Our greedy and 
merciless oppressors have robbed you of 
your land, broken up your civilization and 
substituted instead a regime worse than 
slavery. They segregate you in your own 
country, pen you in reserves and locations 
like cattle, make you carry passes like 
“common criminals, and then pay you 
starvation wages of 4d. a day. 


You in the West Indies, after a hundred 
years of so-called emancipation, are still 
denied the most elementary rights 
human beings. 
they give you hot lead. 


The conditions 


under which you live are those of colonial ; 


i fascismz 
| We denounce the whole gang of Euro- 


pean robbers and enslavers of the colonial 
| peoples. German nazis, Italian fascists, 


British, French, Belgian democracies—all | 


are the same. 


While we deplore a war and the ruin it 
will cause, Europe’s difficulty is Africa’s 
opportunity. The blacks everywhere, 
under whatever flag, in war as in peace, 
know but one goal—independence—and we 
summon our brothers everywhere not to 
be caught by the lying promises the im- 
perialists will make. . We call upon you to 
organize yourselves and be ready to seize 
the opportunity when it comes. 


To the Indians, Ceylonese, Burmese, 
Arabs, and all colonial peoples who fight 
for the same end, we offer a firm alliance 
and we brand as traitors all colonials who 
try to drag us into this bloody bufchery. 


A WORD TO THE WHITE WORKERS 


Workers of Britain: Though you have 
neglected us in the past, today in this hour 
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of | 
When you ask for bread | 


of common crisis, we want you to know 
that we blacks bear you no ill will. The 
imperialists are our common enemy, and 
the present crisis offers us a common 
opportunity to throw them off our backs. 
Let us be united against the warmongers 
and all misleaders of the workers who 
would send us to be slaughtered under the 


slogan: “Defend Democracy.” Remember 
1914. 


White brothers, do not be misled. Our 
freedom is a step toward your freedom. In 
the common effort for the independence of 
the colonial peoples and the emancipation 
of the European workers, the black and 
white workers will rid humanity of the 
scourge of imperialism and open a new 
future for humanity. 


Making Children 
Air-Minded 
ALTERNATIVE METHODS 


From a Correspondent 


LINCOLN 


The Royal Air Force is after the schools 
in our district again. 

With a view to making boys air-minded, 
visits to the RAF Station at Waddington 
have been suggested by the Wing Com- 
mander there. He wrote to Lincoln Educa- 
tion Committee asking whether they would 
allow him to approach the head teachers of 
senior and secondary boys’ schools asking 
that the visits be made in school hours. 


At a meeting which lasted less than 
three minutes, although at least three 
other items of business was also dealt 
with, the Education Committee agreed 
not only that the Wing Commander might 
make the approach he suggested but, in 
anticipation, that, if the heads were agree- 
able, they would permit the children to 
leave the schoolroom in order to imbibe 
knowledge of the RAF. 


The military education of school children 
is a feature of those regimes which we de- 
plore, a feature to be eradicated from. not 
cultivated in, English schools. One is 
bound to believe that the Wing Comman- 
der’s chief aim was to tap a cheap and easy 
source of propaganda for ensuring the main- 
tenance of full strength in local RAF units, 
at the expense of introducing indirect 
military education into the school pro- 
gramme. 


The alternative suggestion has. in fact, 
been made to the Director of Education 
that, if possible, steps be taken to remove 
this danger or that efforts be made to 
assemble in the district, one day. some sort 
of display of our best civil aviation, and 
that a visit to this be substituted for the 
visits to Waddington. 


The suggestion was merely acknow- 
ledged 
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are essential. 
have an army for artillery resistance. . - 


M.P,, at Altrincham, 


REALITIES 
If' we give :his cheque, 


** Even if peace were saved now, 


STOP PRESS 


Sir Edward Grigg, 


Wednesday, threw spotlight on 
said, “we must clearly guarantee 


Two things, therefore, 
First, we must be organize 
resistance to air attack. . 


settlement. 
ready meet it 


Crisis. 


Franco 


which it involves will be inescapable. He 
must either admit he is mereiy pawn in 


t to with. 
all foreign 


forces. This is a master 
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SPAIN'S CHALLENGE > 
Cumbersome machinery of the League has 
under League supervision, 
is 
power game or lose the only aid that keeps 


been put in motion to give effect 
proposal of Spanish Governmen 
international one, 

general settlement 
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